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bad to have statutes that create confusion in
the minds of the publie, but difficulties are
also created. 1f certain vefurns made are
not in aceordance with the Dividend Duties
Act or the Income Tax Act, the party mak-
ing the return may be guilty of an offence
under one or both Acts. A party might
easily make a mistake quite innocently, and
yet be penalised for an offence. The sooner
the Government embody the two statutes in
one Act, the hetter it will be for the com-
munity. I could refer to various sections in
both Acts and show where Improvements
could be made. One wonders whether some
of the provisions in the Dividend Duties
Act would not be better in the Tneome Tax
Act and vice versa. However, T shall not
weary members with a recital of those mat.
ters. Under the Federal law, the whole of
the tax is dealt with under the Income Tax
Act, hut here companies are dealt with
under both Acts, I do not intend to op-
pose the second reading, but T hope the
Minister will convey the sentiments I have
cxpressed to the Government, and let them
know it is wise that enactments that have
got into such a tangled condition should be
straightened out as soon as possible,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

PILL—=NOXIOUS WEEDS,
Assebly's
Message from the Assembly received amd
read notifying that it no longer disagreed

to the amendment inzisted upon by the
Council.

Further Message.

Honse adjourped at 1003 pom,

TLegislative Elssembly,

Thursdoy, 27th November, 1924,

Quentions : Jarnadup-Femberton miluay .
Customs, State Payments ... . 2030

Wiltiam Street repnirs 2030

‘Bills : Norveman-Salmon Gums mllwny 311 i) |

Stamp Act Amendment, 2R., Com.. report ... 2031
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Noxlona Weedu. Councll s Eurther 'ange

Main Roads, 2B .

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m, and read pravers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

JARNADUP-PEMBERTOXN
RAILWAY.

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. J, H. Smith)
asked the Minister for Railwavs: 1, Will
he state a definite time for taking over the
railway between Jarnadup and Temberton?
2 Is it a fact that the State Sawmills have
neglected this railway on account of a pro-
posal for its mlnng over by the Working
Railways, and that the road is in o bad state
of maintenance? 3, Is he aware that settlers
and others are huﬁermg great inconvenience
and loss from pilfered and damaged poods
on aceount of wo officer being in charge and
no sheds or other convenienves hwing pro-
vided at Pemberton? 4, Will he bhononr the
promise of the late Government, and also
fulfil the promise to provide an officer and
sheds, thvs satisfving a long-felt want?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, A definite date cannot he fixed
for the taking over of the railway from the
State Sawmills by the Working Railways.
2, 3, and 4, The whole of the matturs re-
ferred to in these guestions are wniler the
consideration of the two departments con-
ceraed, amd an inspection of the Lline hns
heen made, bt the line does net conform
to the required conditions at the present
time.

QUESTION—

QUESTION—CUSTOMS, STATE
PAYMENTS.

Mr, LINDSRAY {for Mr. Thowson; asked
the Premier: [Is it his intention to lay on
the Tabhle of the House a returu showing the
amount of dutv paid under the Customs
tariff by the State to the Tommouwealth
Government during the past five years?

1'he PREMIER replicd: Tnquiry is being
made as to whether this information ran be
compiled. ¥f so, it will be 1aid on the Table,

QUESTION —WILLIAM-STREET
REPAIR®.

My, MANN asked the Mimister for Rail-
waya: 1, How lopg is it intended to leave
William-street in its present unfinished and
dangerous condition? 2, Will lie take the
necessary netion to have the work completed
hefore the Leginning of the hasy teaffic
during the eominrg liolidays?

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS re.
plied: 1, The work of laying the tramway
line is proceeding as fast as is possible, but
it iy expected that six weeks will clapse he-
fore its completion. In the meantime all
possible precautions are being taken to
gnard apainst accident. 2, Answered hy
No. 1,
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BILL—XNORSEMAN-SALMOXN
RATLWAY.

Read a third time, and transwitted to
the Couneil,

GUMS

BILL—STAMP ACT AMEXDMENT.
Sceond Eeading.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. (ollier—
Boulder) |4.38] in moving the second
reuding said: This is another of those

small annval continuance Bills which are
found necessary.  In 1918 the Stamp Act
was amended to require double the amount
of duty on conveyances and tiransfers.
The duration of the amendment Act was
limited to three years, and the inereased
duty was continued by a short Aet passed
in 3921, which has been renewed annually
sinee then, Last session we had a similar
Bill to this. As will be known to hon.
members, stamp duty on transfers of pro-
peity prior to 19118 was 2s. 8d, for every
£25 of purchase money. That rate has
been doubled. T bad hoped that it might
not be necessary to ask for the continna-
tion of the increase for awnother year;
hut we are not yet out of the wood
financially, and in all the circumstances
- the Government consider themselves justi-
fied in askimg for a continuation of the
donble duty for at least another 12 months.
Fven if the measure which the Bill seeks
to vontinue were made permanent, the pro-
vision would be more liberal tham the
Stamn Act of any other State of the Com-
monwealth in this respect, that whilst we
advance in units of £23, each of the other
Stotes has a minimum of £50. Whilst here
the minimum stamp duty on a document
tfiansferring property is 58., in any one of
the other States it is 108, and we advance
by £25 rises as against £50 rises in each
of the other States. In New Zealand the
rate is 10s. per £30, and it is the same in
South Australia and Vietoria, whilst in
Quecensland and New South Wales it is
Ta. B4
My, Faylor: Our taxation is lighter,

The PREMIER: Yes, in the respects T
bhave indicated. This Bill might he de-
scribed as a aslight war wmeasure. The
financial effects of the war are still with
ug, and will be with us for many years to
come, for unfortunately our finaneial diffi-
cxlty did not end with the war. I venture
to say that some generations hence West-
ern Australian citizens will be called upon
to meet taxation arising out of the war,
just as we have to do to-day. T move—

That the Rill be wnw
teme.

read a gecond

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.42]: T shall wnot objeet to the
passing of the Bil, though there is not
vow, of course, the same necessity for
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taxation as there was in 1918, when we
had a deficit of some £700,000.

The Premier: But we have some deficit
still,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We bave
redueced the deficit by over half a million
in two vears, and ftLere is every prospect
of doing as well this year.

The Premier: But, even so, this duty
is not high compared with the duties in
the other States; and their duties are not
temporary, like ours is, but permanent.

Hoa. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In some
of the other States taxation ix higher in
some  divections than oeurs, Lut ours is
higher in other directions. However, this
increase was made becauge of the finaneial
stress due to the war. Now we are getting
over that trouble, I hope the Premier next
vear will be able to allow thnt reduction
in duty which antomatically wounld come
about if another continuance Bill was noi
passed. In this country activities in langd
matters are fairly great, having regard to
the gize of our population: and in the
aggregate these duties mean a consider-
able sum.

The Minister for TLands: You might
mention that we are lowest but one among
the States in point of taxation.

Heon., 8ir JAMES MPPCUELL : The
Minister for Lauds has wmentioned that
faet very often, amd | have mentioned it
very often,

The Mipister for Lawnds: Tt cannot be
mentioned too oftcn,

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCIIELL: Xo; hut
our higher rates of tuxation are verv high
indeed. However, I am net going to
oppuse the Bill this year, althongh I am
certain the Premier will not ask for ijts
renewal next yecar, because in all prob-
ability it will not then be any longer
necessary. Whilst onr taxation per head
of the population is the lowest of all the
States except Victoria, we contribute more
to sinking fund than do all the other
States put together.

The Premier: And in some respeets our
taxation is lower than that of Victoria,

on, Sir JAMES MITCABLL: That is
£0. One conld afford to live in Victoria,
but one eoulid not afford te die there, be-
cuuse the probate duty is so high, T will
not oppose the secona reading.

Mr. TAYLOR (M, Margaret) [4.46]: I
will not oppose the Bill. During the war,
stringeney of finanee rendered the measore
quite necessary, but it would he gratifving
to the Iouse and to the country if the Pre-
mier were in a position to say that after
this vear he wonld he able to release the
people from some of these temporary tax-
ation meagures. While our finances are im-
proving, the hurden of taxation is not being
decreased, T should be glad to hear from
the Tremier that next year we shall have
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gome relief from these war taxation meas-
ures.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee, eio.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—WAROONA.LAKE CLIFTON
RATLWAY,

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
(Hon. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [4.50]
in moving the second reading said: The Bill
is virtually only a formal one. Most mem-
bers know that owing to a series of cireum-
stances, the line is no longer necessary.

Mr. Taylor: It never was necessary.

Mr, George: It is quite necessary now,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
has not been necessary to run trains over
the line for the last six months, and from
information I have it will not again be
necessary; so it is hardly wise to allow this
asset to remain where it is, earning no in-
terest. -

Mr. Gearge: Yon will have to construct
a bigger line there yet.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, when the time comes I suppose it will
be dape. The line was built between Mareh
and Novemher of 1919 for the Portland
Cement Company. [ts objeet was the ex-
ploitation of the lime deposit at Lake Clif-
ton. The product was to have been nsed for
the mannfacture of cement at Burawooad.
Unfortunately, after the line had been down
for some time, other arrangements were
made, and so there has heen no traffie over
the line during the past year; in faect, sinee
March of this year it has not been meces-
sary to run trains over it. Onmn the 21st
August, 1922, the line was taken over by the
Working Railways. The actual financial
results since then have been, working ex-
penses, £843; interest £7,791, or a total of
£8,634. Tie carnings were £1,118. There-
tore the loss has heen £7,518, There has
been virtually no traffic on the line; n few
hundre:l tons of lime has been earted, and
about 500 tons of firewood, but there is no
settlement anywhere in the vieinity of the
line, and if the line were continued and
trains rum, the oriy traffic to be expeected
would consist of a few touns oceasionally,
for what settlers there are in the district
would take delivery of their comnsignments
at Waroona. Originally it was thought
there would be a possibility of land settle-
ment in the vicinity of the line. However,
a thorongh investigation has been made by
the Lands Department, and it does not ap-
pear to be possible to utilise this railway
for the purpose of land settlement for a

[ASSEMBLY.]

considerable time to come. At about 10
thiles away from the line there is one ares
of fair land, about 180 acres in extent.
However, even if that were used to the full,
it would not warrant the continuance of the
line. The valoe of the material in the line
is as follows:—17 miles of rails and fasten-
ings, £13,300; sleepers, £2,800; telephone
line £400, or & total of £16,500. The cost
of pulliug up the line will be some £2,000
or £3,000, The cost of the line in the firgt
iustance was £62,000.

My, George: It will not eost thai mueh
to pudl it up.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
am informed it will,

Mr. George: Let it by contract and give
me a chanee to tender,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Bill provides that the cost of the rail-
way may he taken off the railway capital..
Obviously it would not be wise to dehit the
capital account with a line that no longer
exists. The Bill givea auathority for the
omission from the aceounts under the Gov-
ernment Railways Act of 1904 of the amount
of capitnl cost originally debited to the
line. Whatever of this material is utilised
for the construction of lines in other parts.
ot the State will be debited up to those
particular lines, )

Mr. Taylor: What has been the annual
loss «inee the line was taken over by the
Working Railways?

The Premier: Probably no other loss than
the interest.

The JMINISTER FOR RAILWAYSR:
The loss 1o date has been £7,516, including
interest on capital. While no definite
arrangements have been made as to what
is to lwe done with the material, cbviously
it wili he used in the construction of other
lines.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You must start
the Yarramony railway or one of the other:
anthorised lines..

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
But it is proposed to lay the Yarramony
line with 601h. rails, whereas these rails.
are only 45th,

The Premier: They will do for the New-
degate line.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
The idea is that this material will save us
the purchase of material for some other
anthorised line, It is of no use leaving
valuable material there when it ean be
ntilised elsewhere. I do not intend to go
into the listory of the line, for it is already
well known to the House. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second ~
time,

Mr. WITHERS (Bunbury) [4598]: 1}
am sorry it should have been found neces-
garv to remove this line. The Miniater said
he did not intend to go into the history of
the line. 1 do not want to do so either.
However, now that the line is there, al-
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‘though at present there ig no settlement, it
serves an area of country that could be ad-
mirably settled in the near futere.

The Minister for Railways: The Iands
Department do not say that.

Mr. WITHERS: The Lands Department
have supplied me with the information that
the fact that the land elose to the existing
line iz suitable only for grazing purposes is
the one thing to be said againgt the lime
from the point of view of land setilement,
I have figures from the different depart-
fents to prove it. If the railway were ox-
tendel a few miles it would tap a belt of
good country that could be opened up for
-genersl agriculture. Out from the head of
the line there is land equal top any in West-
ern Australia. Further on is a belt of jar-
rah ecountry that has never been touched,
and no jarrah in the State is equal to it.
Yet, owing to lack of facilities, it is impos-
sible to get that jarrah for sleepers. Although
tnart ia such an asset to Western Australia,
the =xpense of carting the logs over long
distances and bad roads does not warrant
taking it out. If there was a railway with-
in five or six miles of it, there would be an
-oppertunity for people to make a good liv-
ing. If the timber were cut the revenue
derived would assist to pay off thig small
"Hability to the State. The fact of the rail-
way not being utilised is the camse of the
loss. Considering the capital involved and
the cost of lifting the line, it may not be
wige to shift it, remembering that it may be
necessary in a few years’' time to lay down
another line over the same route. I shall
oppose the Bill,

Mr, GEORGE  (Murray-Woellington)
'[52]: I am grieved that the Government
should bring down a proposition of this
kind. This railway was built primarily to
permit of the lime deposits at Lake Clifton
being vtilised, At Lake Clifton there is an
renormons deposit of lime suitable for agri-
enlturgl purposes, and it was declared to be
snitable for the manufacture of cement.
After the cement company had worked it for
some time, for reasons no doubt kaown to
the company, it was decided to fet their
material elsewhere. I do not pose as an ex-
pert in cement, although I know something
of its manufacture, but I took some dry
lime from Lake Clifton, ground it up, mixed
and set it as T would set plaster of Paris,
and in 24 hours it was g0 hard that it could
not be broken up with a cold chisel. That
lime ean be made into a produet, and the
process of manufacture would provide em-
ployment for large numbers of people. There
were uther reasong for building the rail-
way. It was designed to open up a provinee
of Western Australin which in course of
time will maintain a population of 50,000
or 100,000 people. The line traverses coun-
try vcontaining some of the finest bulrush
-swamps in the State, swamps that are simply
waiting for the drainage seheme that has
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been on the tapis for many years, If the
drainage scheme to serve the country from
Fremantle to Bunbury becomes an aeccom-
plished faet, as it inust do, an enormous pop-
ulation will be settled in that distriet. It has
been proved by the old settlers and some of
the later comers that the land is capable of
producing potatoes, maize and fodder equal
to anything raised in the Harvey irrigatiou
arca. The Benger swamp, known favour-
ably mot only in this State, but in other
parts of the Commonwealth, provides the
means of livelihood for a large number of
people settied on small areas, and those who
know the country better than I pretend to
know it—although I have had 35 years’ ex-
perience of it—tell me the bulrush swamps
extending uorth towards Pinjarrp and south
towards Bunbury are equal in quality and
productiveness to the Benger swamps.- When
the survey of the line was made I, as Min-
ister for Works, and member for the distriet,
took inte accowni the agitation extending
over many years for a coastal railway to eon-
neet Pinjarra with Buanbury. Although
efforts had been made to get the proposition
agreed to, it was mot possible to bring our
wishes to fruition. When the survey was
made I took the precaution to see that
breaking-off points were provided north:
west and gonth-west, because I knew that
the voastal railway must be built. If I were
Commissioner of Railways or a member of
the Government to-day, I would advocate the
building of that ecoastal railway for two
reasons. [t should he built for defence pur-
poses, I hope it will be centuries before it
is needed for defence purposes, but we
should have a line nearer to the cecast than
the Perth-Bunbury railway, which in many
Maces is 20 miles distant from the coast.
I would advocate that rather than a dupli-
cation of the cxisting Bunbury line, for it
would provide better faeilities for the people
of the district than they have to-day. It
would be a matter of deep regret if the
Lake Clifton line were cast aside. No Gov-
crnment would dare to do that. The Gov-

“ernment may take up the rails and sleepers,

and justify their action by providing a
bigger service elsewhere than jis at present

‘required on the Lake Clifton line, but as

sire as Western Australia is destined to be-
come the best Btate of the Commonwealth,
that railway will have to be bunilt, and the
drainage scheme from Fremantle to Bun-
bury provided. [ believe the Lake Clifton
vailway is 16 miles long, and in it there
wonld be 1,200 or 1,300 tons of rails. The
price of rails to-day is very high. I sold
some rails the other week at £135 rer ton,
and T eonld sell 20 tons more at a bigger
price if they were obtainable. Rails are
searce throughout Australia. The Minister
said there was no traffic on the line. There
could not be very much traffic becanse the
pecple have not been able to develop their
holdings, but there are holdings right from
Waroona to Lake Clifton,

The Minister for Lands: Along this line?
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Mr, GEORGE: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: The land there
has been forfeited. There is only 160 acres
in the whole lot that iz any good.

Mr. GEORGE: T am speaking of what T
am informed and belivte to be true.

The Premier: There are no settlers along
the line, and [ have heen along it several
times.

Mr. GEORGIZ: [ believe my information
is ¢orrect,

The Premier: You have heen misinformed.

Mr. GEORGE: The scttlers could not le
expeeted to develop their lands mueh, be-
cause the roads leading to the railway were
ahsolutely impassuble,

The Premier: They would he impassable
it there was nothing to pass ever them.

Alr. GEORGY: There is any quantity of
lime similar to that in the Fremantle-Man-
durah distriets, and there is a great demand
- for lime for building purposes. This de-
mand conld be supplied from Lake Clifton
it the live were carried through. The mere
loan of these rails to help people in other
districts would not be a matter for great
complaint, but the iden of abandoning the
railway altogether coull not he eounten-
anced by the present or any other Govern-
ment, The time will come when the ling
will have to be relaid, when the drninage
scheme will be construocted, and the land
will be utilised. T eannot let the Bill pass
without voicing the opinions of the wen
who live in that distriet, men T know well
atit whose knowledge of the land T am pre-
pared to aceept against the opinion of auny
expert who may be sent there. The men
who have pioneered the State and have had
to surmouni all the difficulties incidental to
pioneering, without reeciving any assistauce
in the shape of roads or ruilways, should
not ba cast aside like a squeezed-out orange,
They have their rights. But for the pioncers
there would have been damned little coun-
trv of any good, and dammed few people
who talk about it would he here at all
These men have done their work aund are
entitle? to have their views respected. Tt
would he impossible to find a finer class of
men  anywhere.  They
battles, done their work, reared their fami.
lies and starved rather than ask eharity of
the State. Tt is not a fitting or dignified
thing for the Houre, cven if these people
are poor and cven if some of them have not
progressed as much as others have done, to
deprive them of this railway. They have
Mayed their part in the battle for Western
Australia, and are entitled to the respect of
the HMouse whoever may be in it

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (Hen,
W, C. Angwin—Xorth-East Fremantle)
[5.167: T could use the words of the mem-
hor for Murray-Wellington (Mr, George),
and say that the land that is not served by
the present railway to Bunbury is not worth
a damn.

" Thousands

have fought their

[ASBEMBLY.|

Mr. Tayler: 1 do not know ibat all this
language is neeessary.
Mr. SPEAKER:

parliamentary.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 with-
draw it. The land adjoining the main line
is fair land. When you get out seven or
ten miles from ihe railway the land is of
an inferior, third-class character. Areas
have been taken up and forfeited on aceount
of its inferior quality. Therve i3 no land
there, according to the information I have,
that worrants a railway, It may be utilised
generations hence.

The Premier: Millions of veurs hence.

The MINISTER POR LANDS: It may
he uscful some day.

Mr, Sampson: \What if it were drained?

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: Tt does
not warrant the expense of draining. This
line was built far a specinl object and land
settlement was never considered.

Mr, George: Yes, it was,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t was
a lime company that built it for the trans-
port of lime, and for no other purpose. I
advertised the lime that comes from there
and almost offerel to give it away, but it
was of such quality that no one would take
it.

Mr, George: The quality is all right. I
have uged it myself.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
spent pounds in advertising it. Had the
farmers wanted it, they could almost have
taken it away, but we did not get one tenm-
der for it,

Mr, George:

Buch langvage iz un-

We could not get the lime

nnlegs we took out the water first. Three
parts of it is watep.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No one

put in a price for it,

Mr, George: You could not pay freight
an water,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
rails are required for development purposes
elsecwhere. There is wheat to he carried,
and it eannot he earried for lack of rails.
of haga »sre waiting to be
brought to market. Tt will be gemerationa
before the Lake Clifton line ean be used
for development purposes, or the land is
made profitable. T have every confidence
in the officers of the department, and do
not helieve they would lead me astray. They
have gone over the classification of almost
pll the lots aleng this line. They hava
pointed out to me definitely that with the
exception of a small area, less than 200
aeres which is firet-class, it is inferior or
third-class land. That being so, I ask mem-
bers if we are warranted in leaving money
lring idle when other people are elamour-
ing for a railway. Such people have put
in their crops, and we have no money avail-
able for the construction of a line for them,
We should deal with this matter reasonably
and without the nse of strong lauguage.

My. Sampeon: That sounds like Satan
reproving sin.
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The MINISTER YOR LANDS: This
Government would le the last to ask for
the removal of any railway if there was
any prospect in the distnnt future—unless
it wer: too fin ahead—of its being sue-
cessful in devcloping land or opening up the
conntry, but in this ense that i< not ro.

Mr, George: Youn and | will live to sec

it. *
The MTNTISTER 1POR LANDS: 1We are
justified in asking the IHonse fo allow this
line to he used clsewhere so that it may
he helptul to setilees who are at present far
distant from a railway. Take Newdegate,
for instance. There are 30,000 or 40,000
bags of wheat there waiting to he brought
in. Tt would cost £20,000 or £30,000 to
put the roads in good order if the railway
were not constructed. Are we to leave that
wheat to rot? This-harvest must be brought
in over the railway. We want this particn-
lar line to go there for one thing. Tt was
never intended to use the rails on the Sal-
mon Gums railway. They are wanted for
places like Newdegate. Tf this Bill is
passed, it is hoped that the rails will he
used for carrying the present harvest from
Newdegate to the main line. Tt is not the
desire of the Government to pull up the
line merely for the sake of doing so. The
matter has had every consideration. The
land is inferior, and that which adjoins the
main line i3 already provided with all neces-
sary requirements from the point of view
of development. We shonid not have the
eapital represented in this Lake Clifton
line lying idle. | hope the Honse will
agree that this money, which at present is
enrning nothing must be made to earn
something,

Tlon. Sir JAMES MITCHTELL  (Nor-
tham) [3.2]: T am sorry the Minister for
Lands waxed so warm.

The Minister for Lands: T was only re-
peiating what had already heen said.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: Tt is the
country he comes from that is to hlame for
the manner in which he approaches matters
brought before the House, T am glad to
hear that one of the lines whieh were dis-
cussed vesterday is to be atarted at onee,
I am alco glad that the Newdegate people
are to get their railway soon. T do net
know why we were not informed of this
yesterday. Tt is a pity. when dealing with
legislation, that we eannot he frank. Tt
would save so much time.

Mr. RPEAKER: The hon. member cannat
vefer to matters that are pagsed.

The Premier: The vonstruetion of the
Newdepate railway was decided upon only
this morning, It is hoped to have it ready;
in time for thia harvest. There is no wani
of frankness ahout the matter.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
ta be thankful for smull mereies. Tt wanld
have been well if the Bl had come down
in the earlier sftages of the session, for that
line would he well under war now.
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The Premier: You did not make any at-
tempt to build it.

Hoa, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
not. The Government, however, have been
in office eight months and have not thought
of it before.

The Premier: The setilers say you pledged
yourgelf to give them a line for this har-
vest. A start should have been made upon
it before you went out of oflice,

Hon, W, D. Johnson: If you had not in.
tended to build it thia year, yon had no
right to settle people there,

Fon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We did
not intend doing se, for we had not the op-
portunity. The Government are very keen
about it now for they decided only this
morning, after heing in nffice eight months,
to go on with the work. T am glad these
people are to get-their line, and T hope thal
other authorised lines will he constructed
soon, It ig a pity the Lake C(lifton railway
is to be taken up. The lines were laid down
by a private company beeanse of the estab-
lishment of ecement works at Burswood.
It was found, however, that the lime con-
tains some chemical properties which ren-
dered it unsuitable for mammfactare inte
cement. The line thus heeame useless, Wa
now have the cement works established, and
I do not supposc they would have been
started bui for the lime that waa brought
from Lake Clifton in the first insfanee, The
line has, therefore, served its purpose. T
was blamed for constructing the railwny,
not by the Premier, but by many newspap-
ers, The Premier admitted 1 had had noth-
ing to do with it.

Mr. Corboy: It was due to the rumpany
vou had heen keeping.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Some of
the papers attributed the construction of
the line to we, hnt T had nothing to de
with it, In the cartoons I was blamed. No
doubt if the planks of the bridge that ear-
ry the railway are of no further use, the
cartoons themselves were of great use at
the elections. Tt is a pity that anch things
do happen, but I suppose they are nnavoid-
able.

The Premier: If the cartooms were un-
fair as applicd to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, they were justified as they applied to
thase responsible for the construction of this
ratlway,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELI:: T had
no more to do with it than the membhers
opposite.

The Premier: The construetion of the line
was a& scandalous thing.

Hon. RBir JAMES MITCHELL: It wax a
seandalons thing to attribute it to me.

The Premier: T raid on every platform
that you were not responsible,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But I
must protest against this sort of thing. The
line was built for the carringe of lime and
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not to serve agriculiural interests. 1t was
too short for that. What ought to happen
is that it shouid be extended to Bunbury,
atong the coast. There is a good area of
fertile country there. T am surprised tbat
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
does not protest against the pulling up of
this line because of the possibility later on
of it being extended. If it were extended
it would serve a large population in the
future. I hope it will pot be long before
this part of the country is brought into
use, Not only is there wonderfully rich
land there, but a considerable quantity of
very fine tuart, which will have to be used
gooner or later. Tn the vears to come two
Governments will he blamed beeause of this
railway: the Government that built it and
the Government that pulled it up. These
thinge are always happening. T am not
epposing the use of the rails in the manner
indicated. It is a proper thing to do in the
circumstances, because railways are badly
wanted in the country. T shouid like to see
the ¥arramony Eastward linc constructed.
Ko doubt the settlers at Newdegate are
badly in need of railway transport. No one
would have thought of settling the Newde-
aute people mnless it was intended to eon-
nect themn with the railway. People cannot
eart their wheat over long distances, espee-
ially over roads of such a nature.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [5.291: I do not suppose the
congtruction of the Newdegate railway has
anything to do with the Bill hefore the
House, exeept that the rails may be
utilised for the construction of that
particular line.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It will only go a
poertion of the way.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the
Opposition is not justified in taunting the
Government with not having commenced
the constreetion of the Newdegate rail-
way.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T did not do

0.
The PREMTER : I think so.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T did mnot.
The PREMTER: I uaderstood him to
do so.
Houn. Bir James Mitehell: Yon are
wrong.

The PREMIER: He said we ought to
bave gone on with the construction earlier.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T did not say
that.  You said T should have got on
with it.

The PREMTER: T hope the Leader of
the Opposition will not aceuse the Govern-
ment of any want of frankness rm not
stating last night, when the Norseman-
8Balmon (lums Railway Bill was under dis-
enssion, what our intentions were regard-
ing the Newdegate line. T have never
known an jinstance when a Government,
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during the discussion on obne railway
nieasure, intimated to the House when
they intended to construct that line or any
other railway already authorised. That
kas not been the practice, and the Leader
of the Opposition asked something en-
tirely unusual when he suggested anything
to the contrary,

Ton. Sir James Nitchell:
done many times.

The PREMIER: If the railway to New-
degate was necessary to lift the present
hiarvest, then a ¢commencement should have
heen made prior to the time the Mitchell
Government left office, There 13 no sign
to be discovered of any attempt in that
direciion. No thought had bheen given to
it and therefore I do not think it is fair
ta held the present Government respon-
sible for not doing something after being
in office for a few months. If it is
suggested that we should have constructed
the line becauwse we have the money, it
must be horne in mind that the Govern-
ment had to raise money for works under
construction when they came into oflice.
During the year a considerable sum of
money will have to be found for the
Narembeen-Merredin railway and also for
the Piawaning railway. The Government
algo have to find half a million of money
for the metropoiitan water supply. which
iy an entirely new work, and also a million
pounds for the group seftlements,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: That ig all
arranged for.

The PREMIER: That i8 not so. T wish
it was as easy as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion suggests. Tt is all very well to say
we should have ¢commenced the construe-
tion of many railways. T remind the
House that one of the principal charges
against the Labour Party during the elee-
tions—the Leader of the Opposition was
perfectly right in referring to propaganda
used against him at that time—as a reason
why we ghould wet he returned to officas
wns, it was alleged, that the great bulk
of the lean expenditure when the Labour
Government had heen in office had heen
on aceount of railway construction and
pnblie works, Tt was asserted, on the
other hand, that the loan expenditure on
the part of our opponents was mainly in
¢onneetion with land gettlement and assist-
ance to farmers. The newspapers, the
ehief protagonists on hehalf of our
opronents, spread that report from oue
end of the country to the other as proof
of the faet that we were lacking in states-
manabip. We were condemned for the ex-
penditure of loan moneys on publie works
becanse, it was alleged, we provided bigh
wages for the supperters of the Labour
Party. That, it was stated, was our
peliey; now, after we have been in office
for 25 minutes, we are aceused of not
having a public works policy.

It has heen
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Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Who accused
you of that?

The PREMIER: Last night, when the
Norseman-Salmon Gums Railway Bill was
being discussed, the hon. member wanted
to know when we intended to start the
construction of that railway, as well as
other railways in addition.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: I am entitled
to know now. T merely objected to the
Norseman-Salmon Gums railway being
built before the others.

The PREMIER: No one has said it will
be constructed before the other limes. It
iy not for the Government to indicate here
when the construction of the railway from
Norseman to Salmon Gums will be com-
menced. Only this morning, in comsunlta-
tion with officers of the department, was
it deeided to comstruct the Newdegate
railway in time to lift the present harvest.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Hear, hear!
I applaud that decision.

The PREMIER: We have had officers
ot making inspeetions and they re-
ported upon the difficulties confronting ua.
Engineers and others charged with the
respongibility of building railways made
the position clear and it was thought that it
wonld not be possible to build the lins in
time for the harvest. An engineer returned
yesterday, however, and presented a report
in which he stated that many thousands of
pounds would be required for the comstrue-
tion of a road, and that even if it were
built the road would not carry the harvest.
By adopting a policy of light railway con-
struetion, however, it will be possible to
handle the harvest.

My, Teesdale: Then let uws have it.
Everyone will appreciate it,

The PREMIER: We will atart the work
at once and get the clearing done. There
will he practically no earthworks required,
and the light line can be laid on the natural
surface of the ground.

Mr. Taglor: After the style of the wood
lines?

The PREMIER: Yes. I anticipate the
line will not cost half of what railways
have cost in the past.

My, Teesdale: There iz not a foot rise
throughout.

The PREMIER: It is praetically level
country. Standard railways cost up to
£4,000 a mile to construet. Seeing that
money is so dear it is not neeessary to spend
£4.000 a wile in constructing a railway to
a new distriet that is in ita pioneering
gtages. A light line such as I have indi-
eated will meet all requirements for eight
or ten years, and we will be able to provide
that railway at half the usual cost.

Mr, Corboy: A £2,000 job will carry the
wheat just the same.

The PREMIER: It is proposed to use
the rails that will be available under the
Bill for the Newdegute railway, together
with rails released from the Peel estate.
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As bon, members are aware, a light line
has been lying there for the past two or
three years. These rails will enable us to
meet the requirements of the Newdegate
settlers. There muy be & need for a rail-
way in the Lake Chifton area in the future,
but certainly, so far as I have been able to
ascertain, all the indiecations point to the
fact that no railway will be required for
some years to come, It would not he &
sound Dbusiness proposition te allow those
rails to rust in the ground in a district that
is almost entirely unsettled, while hundreds
of people are clamouring for railway com-
munication to enable them to convey their
crops to market, I Eknow the country
affected by the Bill very well. I have driven
over it and walked over it. With the ex.
ception of the area already served by the
Bunbury line, the country is very poor.
That is indicated by the clasaifieation made
by the Lands Department some years ago
and recently officers have eandarsed that
clagsification. Whatever may be the value
of the land in years to come, when an ex-
tengive drainage scheme has been ecarried
out, it will not be of use for many years.
It may be of use for military or strategie
purposes, although I understood that it
was usial to keep such railways well away
from the coast. The Government have no
object except to utilise the rails for the
purpose of serving settlers in districts that
have been opened up.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.40]: I will
not oppose the Bill but I would like to know
if the legal advisers of the Government have
assured them that there is no risk of heavy
damages being incurred for breach of agree-
ment with the company for whom the line
wag built.

Mr, Marghall: The fine hag been inflicted
already; it cost us £62,000.

Mr. ANGELO: We should receive an
assurance on that point. I understand that
the line was constrncted not only for the
purposes of the cement works, but for agri-
cultural purposes as well. Have any experi-
ments been cnrried out tn ascertain the
valoe of the land gerved for agricultural
purposes? If the land is geed for agricml-
tural purposes, why bhas it mot been used?

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: The country is
not drained.

Mr. George: T told you all abent it

Mr. ANGELO: We should have some as-
surance from the Government on that point.
Tf the aspects I have drawn attention to
have received the comsideration of th. liov-
ernment, and they are satisfied on the points,
T am sontent to agree to the raila being
used for the purposes suggested. Even if
the rails be taken away, the earfhworks and
cuttings will rcinain there for use at some
future date, when rails are less expensive
and the development prophesied by the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington (Mr. Gearge)
will warrant a line being construeted. I
am glad that the rails are to be used for
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the Newdegate railway, which way promised
by the previous Government when a certain
amount of development had taken place.
The present Government are right in
carrying out that promise made by their
predecessors in office.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.43]: This Bill can be considered the final
record of a very grave and sad politieal
indiscretien,

Mr. Teesdale: Well, let it die.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: T do not propose
to he reminiseent, but I lLad the responsi-
hility of negotiating the original agree-
ment under which the company were called
upon to build the railway. There was a
wood denl of apitation for the eounstruction
of the line, hut, as far as my memory
scrves me, | do not remember it being
urged on the ground thai agricultural de-
velopment wonld take place in the vieinity
of Luke Cliftén. The main argument was
that there was a valuable deposit of lime
of high percemtage in agricultural manure
values that eould be easily obtained, and
that it would be available for use in the
agrienltural districts, It was to cexploit
that deposit for the purpose of agricultural
development in other portions of the South-
West that the company were influenced to
inke the matter up and to mnegotiate with
the Government for the right to operate.
The mistake mnade was in allowing the com-
pany to cvade their respousibility to build
the line, 1 regret that, in their desire to
justify the lifting of the line, some mem-
hers have tried to depreciate the value of
Sonth-West land. As one who has had some
opportunitics of investigation for some
vears past, T knew that if the land along
the Bombury line in the vicinity of PPerth
and Pinjarra iz of no agricultural valne,
then we are spending many hundreds of
thousands of pounds in conucetion with land
that will never be of any value to this
State. T am not talking of the Take Clif-
ton land, when [ say that there is land to-
day being settled, upon which many hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds are being
spent, that is not as good as the land in
the vieinity of Pinjarra and the surrounding
districts. [ make this statement because it
may he thought that the good land close to
the railway that runs to Bunbury is only
a narrow strip. As a matter of fact it
penetrates a good way back from the rail.
way, and I believe it would pay this coun-
try to devote speeial attention to it rather
than spend so much money on areas that
are no hetter but are removed some 200
miles from Perth. We should look ecloger
to the metropolis instead of going so far
afield. 1 am prepared to admit that we
have Crown lands further afield, whereas
the land adjacent to the Bunbury railway is
privately held. It is for that reason that
T am sweh an enthusiastic supporter of a
fax wpon unimproved land. As we are s0
hord up against it financially it would he
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wrong and economically uusvund to allow
the rails in question to remain where they
are, when we know that the developwent of
other places is being retarded hwcause of
the absence of railway facilities. There is
no doubt that these rails will be used for
the extension of the line to Newdegate. I
was one of those whe thought that we could
serve the Newdegate settlers Ly means of
road transport. Experts, however, say that
that is alsolutely impossible, that wheat
cannot be lifted from Newdegate und pro-
fitably taken to Lake Girace in the manner
suggested.  Satisfactory nrrangements have
been made by whieh the Governmwent ecan
with advantage to the State and with jus-
tice to the settlers, put a line out to Newde-
gate in time to allow the scttlers there to
market their fine c¢rop under counditions
that will ensure for them values that will be
equal to those who are more favourably situ-
ated. The Government would he failing in
their duty 3f they did not take immediate
steps to do that. With regard to the re-
moval of the Lake Clifton line, the member
for Murray-Wellington may be right in his
assumption of the land vialues there, but he
must admit that extensive drainage opera-
tions will have to be earried out before
settlement can take place, We are having
a valuable experiment made at the Peel
Estate which is country of a similar charae-
ter. There are bullrush swamps in those
parts that are supposed to be an indication
of valuable soil. The swamps are being
draineill, and we shall be able to profit by
the experience that is being gained. If we
can inrrease production as a result of the
drainage of these swamps, we can then pro-
ceed to extend the drainage operations in
the area hetween Fremantle and Bunbury.
If the Prel Estate i3 going tu be a soceess,
there will be an immense amount of work to
he done all alonyg the coastul lands. There
is a similarity in the lands of the State and
one e¢an judge the value of a partieular
area by what is growing upon it. If we
find it growing a eertain cluss of timber,
wo know to what uwse to put it; if it is
swamp land, again we know what it is cap-
able of growing. There are swamps along
the ecast that will bear comparison with a
good deal of the land at the Yeel Estate.
Some of the swamp land T have ~cen at the
Peel Estate iz us good as anything T have
ever seen anywhere, not excepting New
Zcaland. Let us hope that the development
at the Peel Estate will prove that that class
of country, if drained, can be made to pro-
duce what we hope it will do. The member
for Murray-Wellington must recognive that
we cannot leave the rails lying there until
we are in a position to drain that part of
the State. We have a huge territory to
develop and to settle hefore we can make
any attempt to tackle that area, Tn the
meantime there i3 more urgent work neces-
sary in the shape of giving settlers the
opportunity to cart the wheat they swere en-
couraged to produce, on account of the



[27 NUYEMBER, 1924.]

promise made by a previous Government.
1 am pleased to hear that the present Gov-
ernmient are going to use these rails in the
-lirection of running a line out, so that
wheat grown by settlers 2 long way from a
railway may be lifted. 1t will give those
settlers fire start that they require and will
establish that area—1 refer to Newdegate
—on o sound basis, I support the Bill, but
I want it understood frow one who takes
.a great intercst in lond eultivation that
there is a very big area within close prox-
jmity to Perth, which, if developed, will
prove of greater valne than a good deal of
the land on which we are now spending so
mueh money and which is removed some

200 wmiles from Perth,

Mr. GRIFFITIS (Avon) |35.53): At the
time the Lake C(liftoun Railway Bill was
Jbefore the llouse one of the principal argu-
ments used in favour of the construction
.of the railway was that it would permit of
the supplying of clicip lime whieh was casy
to get at, and that the preposition would be
-of considerable benelit to froit growers.
Apparently what was then thought to he
feasible has turned out a failure. I am sur-
prised to hear that the rails to be romoved
from that district are to be used to provide
eommunication for the settlers of Newde-
gate, I wish to raise a protest against that
beeause the are settlers in other parts of
the State who have been waiting as long as
17 years for railway communication, and
wha will have a million bushels of wheat
this season to be earted.

The SPEAKER: T cannot permit the hon.
member to enter into a discussion on that
‘matter.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: As somebody stated
just now the Lake Clifton railway has
turned out to he something in the nature of
a catastrophe. Anyhow, I intend to sup-
port the second reading of the Bill hecanse
‘the proposal i3 neeessary and sound.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee.

Bill passed through Committee withont
dlebate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted,

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMUEXNT.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. T'. Collicr—Toul
der) [6.1] in moving the seeond reading
said: When the little Bill to amend the
Stamp Act was nnder discussion, a wish
avag expressed by some hon, members that 1
might bc able to forego various surcharges,
ag they might be termed, which were im-
posed during the war. T am hoping that if
the present Bill shonld pass, it may help
me aleng the way to meet the desire of

“those hon. members,

)i9

It will e remembered
that the Forests Act of 1918 made provi-
sion for the establishment of a fund for
reforestation work, into which threc-fifths
of the tetal revenue obtained under the Aet
should lw paid. That provision applies to
revenue irom all forest produets whatso-
ever, including of course sandalwood. Since
the principal Act was passed, the revenue
from sandalwood, which was then very smali,
bas increased very materially, and bhas he-
come of great importance, owing to the
augmentation of the royalty, Under that
head # revenwe of £54,000 is anticipated
for the current financial year. Consequently
it Lecomes a question for consideration
where the whole of that money shoulil go.
The expenditure on reforestation of saundal-
wood could be only of a very limited
character. At present expenditure on that
aceount is scarcely anything, because no re-
growth of sandalwood is in hand. Even when
a policy of regrowth is established and
in fu'l swing—which e¢annot he for some
time to come=-the expenditure in connestion
therewith would, it is cstimated, be within
£5,000 per annum, I will quote the figures
of last year’s revenue oltained wunder the
Forests  Act: TLog royalty for permits
grinted under the Laud Act, £30.958: log
royalty for permits granted under the
Porests Act, £15,525; miscellaneous royalty,
£6,582; inspection fees, £0,976; rents,
£8,118; sules, £1,985; misccllaneous revenue,
£838; and sandalwood, £44,271. Those fig-
ures, it xhould e noted, ave for ouly eight
months of the last financial year. Existing
conditions have operated ounly as from the
1st November, 1923 During that period the
revenue from sandulwoud has amounted to
no less a sum than £44.271,  During the
past six yeais theie hs been paid into the
reforestation fund a total of £211,194, and
the expenditure has mmounted to £130.648,
leaving a3 balanee in the fund of £71,545,
At the end of the last financial year the
bhalanee to the eredit of that fund, into
which three-fifths of the toinl revenue re-
ceivel under the Forests Aet was paig,
stood at no less a sum than €71,543. This
Bill propeses to exempt xandalwood from
the rection of the Forests Met which deals
with the ostablishiment of the fund; that is
te say, if the Bill beeomes 1aw, none of the
vevenue from sandalwood will he paid into
the {und, but the whole of it will be paid
into Consolidated Revenuwe.  For any ex-
penditure neeessary in eonncetion with san-
dalwood, either for administrative purposes
or for regrowth, an item ean be placed on
the Aunnual Estimates. There is no need for
the three-fifths of the sandalwood revenue
te ‘be paid into a fund intended for refore-
station work, which of course is mainly done

‘in the South-West, wheve our forests exist.

Therefore the income from sandalwecod
should be paid into Consvlidated Revenue,
Oiherwize we should be merely building up
an unrcguired balance.  The other sources
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of income which I have read out will pro-
vide all the funds nceessary for the refore
station policy embarked upon by the Forests
Ilepartment in recent years.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: I don’t know
why thix revenue is not treated as all other
revenue is treated.

The PREMIER: 1 venture to say that
if a Forests Bill were brought before Par-
liament now, there would be no three-fifths
of all revenue from forests products paid
into a reforestation fund.  Parliament
would recognise that funds should be pro-
vided for all neeessary steps to preserve the
furure of our forests, but nevertheless would
not he quite so generous as the Parliament
of 1918, The revenue is an  increasing
one. The amount paid into the fund
in 1920-21 was £33,577; in the following
vear it was £41,545; the next year, 1922-23,
it was £41,374; and for the financial
year just closed it rose to £64,583, repre-
senting an increase of about £23,000 on the
ameunt paid in for the preceding year. So
that the fund is now in a very satisfactory
position, notwithstanding that all expendi-
ture necessary for the forests poliecy has
heen drawn from it. There is absolutely no
need for our continuing to pay three-fifths
of our sandalwood revenue into a fund of
which the mnjor portion will be expended,
net on regrowth on the goldficlds and else-
where, but on the regrowth of karri and
darrah in the Sonth-West,

Hou. Sir James Mitclell: Can’t you make
thiz Bill retrospective?

The PREMIER: T have congidered that,
in view of the surplus of £71,000. However,
1 do nof propose to take any of that
amount. The Bill, if passed, will operate
as from the Ist July of this year, T ask
members to pass the measure. The Trea-
sory necds the money, and taxpavers want
relief from taxation.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Wait a bit.
Tet us see first what you are going to get.
Why not wipe out the land tax?

The PREMIER: There are 80 many ways
in which the money to be derived from this
Rill might be utilised in relieving the peo-
ple of burdens, that T am puzzled to kmow
where to apply the money first,

Mr. Sampson: After the criticism of the
sandalwood regulations, ean you take this
money ?

The PREMIER: Yes, take it without a
blugh, The taking of the revenue has noth-
ing whatever to dn with the regulations.
We have received from sandalwood £44,000
during the period from the Ist November
Iast to the 30th June last, and it is esti-
mated that during the current finaneial year
we shall receive £54,000,

Mr, Panton: Is that based on 6,000 ton-
nage?

The PREMTER: Perhaps slightly more.
Tf we ohtained royalty from all the sandal-
wood got, we should have nearlv dauble that
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amount, because during the past eight
months over 1,000 tons of sandalwood has
heen credited as obtained from private
lande. Very much of it, I suspect, was ob-
tained from Crown lands.

Mr. Panton;: You should put on anether
inspector or two,

The PREMIER: There is always Crown
fanl in the vieinity of the private land from
which sandalwood has been got. However,
we have been able to collect about £2,000
by way of eonfiscation, in cases where it
has been proved that sandalwood has heen
got from Crown lands although allegedly
obtained from private lands, Lately we
have increased the staff of foresters very
considerably simply in order to police the
sandalwood areas and see that Crown lands
are not denuded of sandalwoed without the
State deriving any benefit therefrom, The
money 1 refer to is not required in the fund
and is required in the Treasury, and that
is the purpose of this Biil. I move—

That the Bill be now read a gecond
tune.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hen., Bir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [7.30]: It is comforting to know that .
if we pass the Bill, taxation will be reduced
in some other direction.

The Premier: At all events it will bhring’
us nearer to the day,

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: No, the
Premier made a distinet offer, and I aec-
cepted it. He could, for instance, reducd
the income tax by the amount of the
sandalwood royalty he proposes to take into
Consolidated Revenue, or, on the same reas-
oning, he eould wipe out the land tax alte-
gether.

The Premier: Not quite.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
just about suffiee, However, T agree that it
in of no usc hoarding up money in this
special fund when the country is in want of
money. It is only wise that this royalty
should be taken into Comsolidated Revenue,
We have in the Conservator of Forests an
exeellent man and a good forester, one also
who sees to it that he gets good value for
his money. Of eourse this House has no
control whatever over the expenditure under
the Forests Aet. I do not see why we should
not take into revenwe account the revemué
of the department, and vote the expenditure
of the department as we do in respeet of all
other departments. Of course there s &
feeling outside that money received from the
sale of our forests shonld be cxpended in
reforestation. However, nothing ecan be
done regarding the reforestation of karri
conntry without & large expenditure of
money. We are a thonsand vears late in
the cutting of our karri forests. There can
he ne re-growth in such a forest nntil the
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0ld trees are taken out and removed. In
the karri forest the whole crop comes as
does a wheat crop—altogether; the trees
are all of one age and there is no young
growth, Tn the jarrah forests it is quite
different, and se¢ some work can Dbe dome
- there in addition to the weork of protecting
the forest. But even the jarrah forest does
not require a great deal of expenditure,
for we cannot suceesafully plant jarrah., I
do not know what can be done for sandalwood.
When it comes to growing other important
trees such as pine, the expenditure might
well eome out of lean funds, for it is a very
gafe investment that will some day return
both capital and interest. When we are
planting extensively, it is only fair that
the money ghould come from loan funds, not
from revenue, We Qdiscussed sandalwood here
last session day by day for many days, al-
most for many weeks. It is quite agreeable
now to sce the crop the Premier is reaping.
A few years ago the aggregate paid in
sandalwoed royalty was £1,500, whereas to-
day it is £54,000. Also, whereas the cutter
used to get £9 per ton, he now gets £16 for
the same work; or, if we allow for his cost
of tramsport, he probably gets £12 now
where previously he got £5. However, 1
do not wish to discuss that, We are dealing
with the royalty that comes to the Stafe,
and we can congratulate the Premier on hav-
ing this money to draw upon, I agree with
him ihat it is rightly revenue, because there
ean he but little expenditure on the re-
forestation of sandalweod. There will be
some little expense in the leasing of the
areag, anfdl sinee it is the custom to pay
moneys earned by the sale of wood into a
gpecial fund, T should like to see drawn fram
this source of revenue sufficient to recoup
expenditure on reforestation. The depart-
ment, we are told, had £71,000 in hand at
the 30th June last. It may safely be as-
sumed tha: additions have since been made
to that amount, so probably there is no
need to provide any more just yet.

The Premier: And I intend to put an
item on the Estimates each year to cover any
incidental costs.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: If the
Premier will do that it will be a fair thing.
It should come out of royalty, mot be a
charge against a fund for other purposes,

The Premier: That is what I propose to
do.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And it
is the right thing to do. The State ean con-
gratulate itself on the sandalwood royalty
having risen from £1,500 to £54,000.

Mr. Tecsdale: Do not talk about that; jt
is a very painful subject,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: No, we
are atl quite pleased about it. The member
for Menzies i3 quite pleased.

Mr, Panton: T am always pleased,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, but
you have =a faculty of always looking
pleased.  Somehow, T usually find  my-
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sclf supporting Bills  brought
the Premicr and opposing others that
hie  Ministers bring down, [ do not
know whether 1 shall be able to con-
tinue to support the Prewmder, if he really
has one or two other Bills coming down,
such as I have heard of.

The Premier: You think there is a nigger
in the wood pile.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, 1
am afraid thero is. While I ean support
the hon. member now, I warn him that if
he is to bring down more Bills with in-
sufficient notice, there may be trouble, 1
am satisfied that the Premier will do a fair
thing by the Forests Department and that
he is doing the right thing in taking this
sandalwood royalty inte revenmue; for in our
wildest dreams we never imagined that such
amount would he derived from sandalwood.

down by

Mr. PANTON (Menzies) [7.411: I want
the Premier to appreciate the fact that he is
receiving £54,000 per annum from sandal-
wood, and that unless some reforestation is
successfully undertaken, he will not continne
to receive that sum for much longer. The
fact ir that the sandalwood is fast being
cut out. There are in my electorate very
few pullers who have not to travel 50 miles
or 60 miles or even 80 miles to get the
wood. If the department or the Treasurer
is simply going to take all the sandalwaod
royalty into Comsolidated Revenue and do
nothing to replace the sandalwoed, the in-
dustry must soon come to an end. I am
not very sanguine about the Treasurer put-
ting much on the Estimates for sandalwood
reforestation. Sandalwood takes a consider-
able time to mature, and the Treasurer ad-
mits that nothng has heen done respecting
reforestation. Bandalwood will grow if it is
looked after, bul in the districts where san-
dalwood has been pulled the young stuff is
growi (r up without any eare or attention,

The Premicr: And wherever stoek can get
at it they are destroying it.

Mr. PANTON: That is so. We must re-
alise that we have in sandaiwood an asset
that is returning to the State £34,000 per
annma and that that return is being de-
rived from sandalwood takep from Crown
land. Allegedly quite a large quantity of
sandalwood is coming frem private property.
Tt wonld jay the Treasurer to put on an-
other ingpector ar two in order to make sure
that it is coming from private property.

The Premier: T have appointed one re-
cently, and T am now frying to provide
him with a motor ear.

Mr. PANTON: T hope the Treasurer
will go into this question of the reforest-
ation of sandalwood. We should realise
that sandalwood is 2 bhig asset that is not
being utilised by big eompanies for hig pro-
fits. Tt has heen a great asset to the pro-
spectors and other men whom we ecan ill
afford to lose from the bhack country.
Three months’ work in the sandalwood in-
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dustry bas conlled prospectors to provide
thumselves with foodstuts, dynamite, and
other necessaries to carry on their prospect-
ing during the other nine months of the
year. Lf the sandalwgod be cut out, pro-
spectors will not have that opportunity, and
thus the State will lose the advantages ac-
cruing from the work of the prospectors as
well as the royalty from the sandalwood.
I do not agree with the Leader of the Op-
position that the Premier should apply the
£54,000 to a reduction of the land tax, or
any other tax.

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitcheld:
not,

Mr. PANTON: 1f it is to Dbe utilised,
portion of it should be carmarked for the
reforestation of sandalwood. Work in this
direction has been too long delayed. t
think if the Premier applied £5,000 per
annum fo reforestation, it would be mffi-
cient. The country around Menzies where
the sandalwood is growing is being taken
up tor sheep and other stock, and the young
andalwood trees are bheing  caten  down,
There are tens of thorsands of acres that
will grow sandalwood, and arvcas shounld be
reserved lor that purpese.

I know you Ao

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [747]: [ sup-
port the second reading of the Bill. Many
vears ago the sandalwood in thes Great
Southern districts was responsitle for a
considerable amount of business. Anyone
who was in the Wagin district a few yeurs
ago could have found ample evidence that
the soil in the Great Southern is admirably
adapted  for the growth of sardalwnod.
Often ploughs cxposed roots that many
people thought were wallee roots, but when
they put them on the five, they soou founrl
they were sandalwood. Those roots had
Dbeen in the ground probably 20 or 30 years.
I sugpest that the Govermment consider
gpending some of the money for reforesta-
tion of sandalweod on (Crown lands in the
Great Southern.  Tf there are any number
of voung plants in the Menzics distriet that
the voung stock urce cating down, it would
be of advaniage to experimenl in growing
them in other parts of the State. We do
not want the samdalwood industry to come
to an end.

Mr., J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [7.49]: I
support the second reading and agree that
the mmwount of royalty should be paid into
Consolidated Revenne. T wonder whether I
shall he in order in discussing the royvalty
on other timber.

Mr. SPEAKER: No, there is only one
question invelved and that is whether the
money shall he paid inte Consolidated Rev-
enue, or dealt with as at present.

Mr. J. H., SMITH: T agree that the
money shonld bhe paid into Consolidated
Revenue.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

[ASSEMBLY.|

In Comni e

Bill passed through Cemmitiee without
deliate, reported without awmendniwent and
the report adoptedt.

BHLL—BJLLS OF SALE
AMEXDALISNT.

the Council aud read a

ACT

Reevived 1tom
irst time.

BILL—MINING DEVELOPMEXNT
ACT AMENDMEXNT,
Mesgag e,

Messuge from the Governor reciived and
read, recommendiug approprintion in eon-
nection with the Bill,

Second Neuding.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hom,
M. ¥, Troy—Mt. Magnet) [7.53] in mov-
ing the second reading saild: For a con-
siderable time there has hcen an agitation
on the goldfields fur the uppointment of
mining bonrds to assist the Mines Depart-
ment te meore cffectively develop the gold-
mining industry, and this ended in a pro-
mise being given that legislation would be
introduced. The Bill will give statutory
anthority Ter the appointment of mining
boards. There will not be any aunthority
for the boards to spend moncy. That will
be the respousibility of the Minister, A
central board of five members will be ap-
|rminted, to be known as the central mining
Loard, and distriet honrds comprising three
metrhers, which willk e ealled Jdistriet min-
ing boards, will he appointed by the Min-
ister. Mining hoards have bern in opers-
tion in Vietorin for a number of years, and
the practical knowledge of people engaged
in mining thus made available to the Gov-
ernment hag heen of great value in assist-

ing the Minister to arive at a  coum-
vlusion as to the hest means of lhelp-

ing the industev. 1 was also urged that
prospectors aml mining men in varions dis-
triets possessed a letter knowledge of loeal
conditions than covld he cxpected of the
departimental oflieixls,  Naturally the de-
partinent is glad to have the adviee of such
people.  The hoards have been of advant-
age in Viceteria, but there the industry has
deelired until it has become almost neglig-
ible, and there is not the attention given to
mining now that it reecived in its heyday
in that State. The Bill introduces an en-
tirely new principle, but in view of what
is elaimed will result from the application
of the prineiple, tie Government are pre-
pared to give it a trial. The districts are

not prociaimed under this measure. They
will  he  proelaimed by  the  Mlinister.
The wmembers  appointed will be men

with laeal knowledge of their respective
districts, who will ke able to mest to
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detecmine the various propositious brought
to their notice. 1f members of the board
are compelled to travel to hold meetings

and investigate the claims of certain pro-

perties, fees must be paid them. Thus,
this Bill iz in the nature of a measure re-
quiring appropriation. A considerable
amount of money is expended by the Gov-
ernment for mining develepment, and the
total has grown greatly in the last few
years. Im 1916-17 the vote was £8,000, of
which £7,000 was expesded. In 1917-18
the vote was £14,000, of which £6,700 was

expended. In 1918-19 the vote +was
£50,000, of which only £8,000 was ex-
perded. Tn that year cither the claims

were few or the Minister did not see his
way clear to grant the applications placed
before him. Tn 1920-21 the swn of £46,000
was voted, aml  £35,000 was  spent; in
1021-22 the sum of £45,000 was voted, and
£38,000 was spent; in 1922.23 the sum
of £75,000 was voted, nnd £62,457 was
spent; and in 1823 the sum of £90,000 was
voted, and £68,748 was spent. Of this
expenlituve £30,000 alone was alloeated to
the mining companies at Kalgoorlie ns
payment for their water snpplies, By that
means it has been stated counsiderable
assistance has heen rendered to the ipdus-
try. That assistanee was rendered by the
previous administration in the hope and
expectation that the gold output would
be inereased, and a larger number of men
employed. When T was st Kalgoorlie
earlier in the yvear T expressed disappoint-
ment that despite this great concession
the wumber of men had not been inereased,
and that the gold production had not in-
creased to any material extent, But the
Chamhber of Mines assnred me that the
pumber of men employed had inereased,
and subscquently sent me figures swhieh,
they urged, proved their statement, I am
net in a position to cheek those figures,
and L mnst aceept the evidence put for-
ward when nothing to the contrary has
becn offered te me. I regret to say that
the expansion of the industry has not been
g0 great as T should have liked. T hope,
if the voncossion is to he enjoyed by the
companies, the results achieved will be
geater this yvear. Tn this vounfry we have
advisory boards in conneetion with pro-
specting, There is a State prospecting
board, nand an advisery bhoard at Kalgoor-
He and onc on the DMuorchison. These
boards weet and discuss the applications
made to them, and make recommendations
to the head office in Perth, Although there
are some complaints regarding the admin-
istration of these bodies, T think thev have
justified the responsibilities imposed upon
them. The complaints generally have not
been as rvegards the hoard itself, but with
resjieet to the men who have heen assisted,

Ar. Taxlor: Men have taken advantage
of them

2043

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
men will take advantage of opportunities
provided under a scheme of this kind., The
board, however, have given their best
attention to the work imposed upon them,
and bave accepted their responsibilities
and carried them out in a manner that
calls for my approval.

Mr. Teesdale; They are not paid, are
they?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. The
district board will represent the whole
community and will be representative of
certain localities in the district, Natur-
ally the members cannot be expected to
leave their occupations to meet at some
ecommon spot, or advise upon a property
unless their expensea are paid.

Mr. Taylor: What will be the necessary
qualifications of members of the board?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: They
shoutd have Jocal knowledge and consider-
dhle experience in practical mining opera-
tion. T wuant to see men appointed who
know the game, and who have spent the
greater portion of their lives at it. Thege
are the qualifications that will influence
me in making the appeintments.

AMr, Teesdale: Will they be paid an
annual salary?

The MINISTER FPOR MINES: No. The
present advisory board in Perth iz ecom-
prised of the Assistant Tinder Seeretary
for Mines (Mr. Lang) who is alse the prin-
cipal Registrar; the State Mining Fngin-
eer (Mr. Montgomery): the Government
Geologist (Mr, Gibh Maitland); one of
the mining engineers (Mr. Harris); the
member for Cue (Mr, Chesson), who has
had econsiderable experience in mining;
and Mr, Cornell, who represents the Fast-
ern (oldfields. That hoard gives its ser-
viees in purely an honorary capacity. I
have every reason fo be grateful to them
for the responsibility they have taken off
my shoulders, and for the praetical sup-
port thexy have given to the administra-
tion, T dn not know all the members of
the Murchison Advisory Bouard, which is
eomprised of practical mining men who
have piven the greater part of their
lives fo the industry. Tn view nf the
nreessity of securing the personal interest
of the people of the goldfields, and giving
them an oppertunity of putting into prac-
tieal opevation their views regarding
mining development, this measure ought
to receive a trinl. I move—

That the Bill be now vread a second
fime.

On motion hy Mr, Taylor, debate ad-.
jonrned.

BILL—NOXTOUS WEEDS,
Cowuneil’s Further Message.

\lessage from the Council notifving that
it had agreed to the amendment made by
the Assembly to smendment No, 4 of the
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Council, but tbat it insisted on the amend-
ment No. 1, now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Apriculture in charge of the Bill,

No. 1. Clause 7.—Add the following
subelause, to stand as subelause (5):—
The amount of such eosts and expemses
shall be deemed to be rates imposed by the
local authority on the said land for the
financial year eurrent when such costs and
expenses were ineurred, and shall be a
charge on such land accordingly, and the
provigions of the relative Joeal Government
Act dealing with the sale and leasing of
land for rates shall apply to and in respect
of such costs and expenses, und any charge
arising thercunder may be enforced in the
manner thevein provided.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move—

That the amendment insigted on by the
Couneil be agreed to.

I opposed this amendment on a previous
oeriision. I have sinee rcferred the matter
to the Crown Law Department, and find
that [ entirely misunderstood its intentions.
I now think it will be of value in the Bill.
I was of opinion that the amendment would
make the Bill useless, inasmuch as it would
provide that although the owner of land
eould be sued and judgment given agaiust
him, the eost of the rates could not be
sccured until five years had elapsed, and
that the local authority would have no
power to ¢nter upon and lease or sell such
property. [ am now given to understand
that my interpretation 1s not currect, and
that judgment can be secured against the
owner for rates. This aleo applies to a per-
son who owns the land but is away.

AMr. Taylor: The land will be respon-
sible,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. After five years the local anthority
can enter upon the property and sell it or
lease it, and so can secure the rates due
to them.

Question pnt and passed; the Council’s
ammmdment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and n message accordingly returned to the
Ceuneil.

BILL—MAIN ROADS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 20th Novem-
ber.

Won. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.12]: We have deult with a num-
ber of Bills imposing taxation. The prin-
cipul source of income will be derived under
the Traffic Bill, which is now being econ-
sidered by a seleet committe. I do not
know how far that committee intend to

[ASSEMBLY.]

go with their inguiries, or when they will
report to the House. 1t is expected that
they will report on Tuesday. I hope the
Minister will not go into Committee on this
measure until the Traffic Bill has been dis-
posed of. The financial considerations in-
volved are an important feature of the de-
bate. I have often heen asked by the Good
Roads Assoclation to introduce a Bill of
this kind, The Minister said we had it
under rongideration for some time, but had
done nothing. Tt was no use attempting
to intrudonee a Main Reads Bill unlesa the
House said where the money was to come
from. [ admit that nothing was done, but
this wns wot the fault of the ex-Minister
for Works, who was most anxious to bring
it down. I could not, however, see where
the money was to ¢ome from unless a good
proportion of it was drawn from the farm-
ers, who are already overtaxed. We now
have the Bill hefore us, and it i3 the duty
of the House to conaider it. The Minister

says it is to be a uon-party measure. I
hope it will be treated as such, fer drastie
amendments will have to be made if we
pass the second readinz, T hope the Minis-
ter will let va know that he is prepared to
aceept amendments, and in some Tespects
drastic amendments, Every member is
keenly and vitally intereated in this mea-
sure. All will realise what will happen if
the Minister gets through the Traffic Bill
and the taxation proposals under this Bill.
The main feature of the Bill relates to Gov-
ernment control. Road hoards and muni
cipalities are, to a great extent, to go by
the hoard. The Government will fake the
fees under the Traffie Bill and they will
have the land tax under the measure now
before us. T presume the tax will be fixed
in the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill year
by year. While the Minister proposes io
take a tax of 14d. in the pound on the un-
improved wvalue of the land without any
exemptions, that may apply only doring the
coming year.

Mr. Panton: The remedy is to keep the
present Minister in his position.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Lord forbid that we should leave him there
for long. I am sure the Legislative Coun-
cil would he sorry if he were to be kept
there for any lengthy period.

The Minister for Works: T am only a
stranger herc; Heaven is my home,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Bill
provides that the Public Works Department
shall be in control, but the local authorities
ought to be used, hecause in a secattered
country such as wc have, surely the loeal
authorities will do mueh better work when
there is so little money to spend. The new
monzy that will be available as a resnlt of
the Bill will he comparatively limited. I§
the AMinister proposes to construct the roads
he will need a great deal of money, that is,
if he wishes to construct perfeet roads, and
T feel sure that he will net be able to do
that with the income he will derive for
years to come. I hope it will be possible
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to borrow money that can be made a charge
against the collections under the two Bills
dealing with these matters so that we may
have a considerable sum to spend in the
near future, I am told, however, that it
will he difficult to spend a large sum of
money in any one year. The title indicates
that the Bill will not deal with main roads
alone bnt with the construetion of develop-
mental roads as well. The main road board
to be appeinted will be merely ‘advisory,
and the Minister will still retain control
The board will consist of three Government
officials.

The Minister for Works: No, two.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Accord-
ing to my reading of the Bill provisien is
made for three Government vepresentatives
on the board.

The Minister for Works: The engincer
will not he a Government offieial.

Mr. Taylor: IIe will be one of vour (iov-
ernment engineers,

The Minister for Works: He will not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
afraid there will be three Government
officials, and two representatives of the local
authorities. The Minister is to appoint the
chairman, and cven if I am wrong in my
helief that there are to be three Govern-
ment offivials on the board, the fact re-
mains that the Minister will have power to
appoint the chairman. It is provided, more-
over, that in the event of the Government
officials not being able to attend, other Gov-
ernment officials may be appointed to repre-
sent them. Thus the Minister makes sure
of having a majority at any meeting of the
board.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
tronble I experienced when 1 adoptéd your
Closer Settlement Bill. I provided for
Government officials sitting on the board.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is a
different matter altogether. The Minister
acted wisely in pdopting our seggestions.

The Minister for Lands: I thought I was
wise, but now you are objecting to it.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no such provision for the representation of
the members sitting on behalf of the local
authorities. There will be no power exer-
cised apart from the Minister, who will he
all-powerful. The work, too, will be done
by the Governmient department. Although
the local authorities may be asked to carry
ont works, the Minister, with the approval
of the board, will pay for the work from
the local board's own funds. It is mnot
intended that the Board shall operate over
the whole State, and probably in the early
stages a limited area only will be inecluded
within its scope and consequently a limited
amount of work will be done. We all admit
that the main roads of the State should be
kept in deeent order, amd we must also
admit that that iz a task beyond the powers
of road hoardls. Their fonds are collected
from the ratepayers together with =small ad-
vances from the Government,
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The Minister for Works: They will be
smaller in future.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
an interesting admission for the Minister to
make, Tt must be borne in mind that road
trafic is muoch heavier nowadays. Some
years ago, when vebieles were hauled by
means of horses, the loads were compara-
tively light. With the advent of motor
lorries the roads are ceut up very consider-
ally. Apart from main roads we have fto
congirler the position of developmental roads.
T presume that developmental roads are
those required to open up new territories.
That work wust be undertaken by the Gov-
ernment.  Without such work uo part of
the South-West could be opened up and
settled.  Roads must be constructed there
hefore settlement can  take place, New
settlers are not expected to pay road board
rates for two years -after coming into yros-
session of their holdings. Hence the neces-
sity for the Government undertaking the
construetion of these roads.

The Minister for Works: And it will be
so under the Bill. The provision you refer
to governs the spending of money from Com-
monwealth  wubsidy, together with State
funds. The board will have econtrol and
spend that money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
grateful te the Minister for that admission,
He says that the Commonwealth grant plus
the Stute contribution on the £ for £ basis
will he spent by the board on developmental
roads. The board will be eharged with the
work that ig now done by the Public Works
Department. T do not think that position
is quite fair, because the cost of adminis-
tration will have to he borne by the people
lere, for the Minister has alhieady told us
that he cannot charge administration costs
agningt the Commonwealth grant. The roads
that will come within this category are those
required for the development of new terri-
toriea or such other roads as may be from
time to time declared by the Minister to
be developmental roads. I do unot think the
House should agree to the inclusion of de-
velopmental roads under the Bill. Group
settlement eannot proceed without develop-
mental roads. The Government spent a
large sum of moncy for the construetion of
developmental roads through the Peel Es-
tate and when the land is opened up hetween
Perth and Bunbury further expenditure will
he required.

The Minister for Worka: Those roads will
not come within the scope of the Bill. It is
clearly indicated that the Bill applies only
to those roads that come within the scope
of the Commonwealth prant.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bat de-
velopmental roads must be those required
for the development of new territory.

The Minister for Worka: The roads to the
groups do not cvomply with the conditions
governing the Commonwealth grant. T know
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that von spent Commonwealth funds on
those roads.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
when I change places with the Minister I
will spend more.

The Minister for Works: No, you will not.
They found out all about it after you left
office, andt I have had to make it good.

How, SBir JAMES MITCHELL: I am gure
the Minjster will spend Commonwealth funds
on these roads. lc may not be able to do
so to-day, but next year he will probably
get the consent of the Commonweaith Gov-
ernment to uge funds in that direction.

The Minister for Works: I will try to
do so.

Hon. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: Many
roads leading to mining areas and outer
parts are really developmental roads.

The Minister for Works: Yes, if they
cone within the seope of the Commeonwealth
conditions.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Bill
should deal with main reads thronghout
the State. I suppose the Minister can re-
cover some of the money from the purchaac
price on the sale of land. There is a tee-
tion in the Aet which provides for the pro-
vision of developmental works from the pro-
ceeds of such sales, and the Minister should
secure that money when it comes to a ques-
tion or constructing roads to open up the
fountry. [ hope that when the Bill is dealt
with in Committee we shall agree to the
board heing constituted in accordance with
the Victorinn Ilegislation, and that therc
shouldl be two engineers and 2 finaneial
man on it. That board should have contirol.
If the local authorities have not been con-
sulted regarding the Bill, that omission
shounld be rectified before we deal with it
in Committee. The main road board should
be made an jodependent body, and not
merely advisory, as suggested by the
Minister. If he insists upon the Bill being
passed as it stands he will be wrong. I
wiil not consent to the second reading of
the measure unless the Minigter aprees to
amendments being made in Committee.

The Minister for Works: You always in-
sist, but T mnst not do so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We in-
sist, but that is as far as we ecan go.
Members opposite had better be eareful, be-
cause the eves of the loeal anthorities are
upon them, and T assure them that some of
those loral authorities are very concerned.
If we pass the Traffic Bill and the taxa-
tion clause in the Bill we are now consider-
ing, ani if the Minister’s estimates of the
fees to be collected are correet, we shall
have £100,000 of new money. The Federal
and State grants total £217,000. That
money iz being spent now. The license fees
eolleeted now t{otal probably £50,000, and
added to the £217,000 we get a grand total
of £267,000 that is being spent to-day. The
Minister estimates that he will reeeive
£75,000 from fees. I have told him that he
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will get £250,000 under his propesal, but
I intend to see that he does mot collect that
big sum. The Minister declared that the
land tax would vield £60,000, whereas it
will bring him in £83,000, Therefore he will
have £1441,000 of new money, all contributed
Ly people in the country. If that £140,000
is suffieient, we can agree to this measure.
Tt is not a bit of use taking into considera-
tion the money now being spent. If we are
to progress, we most provide for the traffic
that exists, and consequently we must have
mood roads. Whilst T do not mind asking
the people to pay, LT de want them to get
the services, The Minister will not mind
my saying that they are harlly likely to
get these gervices if the work is put nnder
the control of a board that will be inde-
pendeut of a Government department. We
know that it is impossible for men under
such conditions to geb gimilar resolts to
those ohtained by road boards.

The Minister for Works: The Bill pro-
vides for using the loeal authorities.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As anr
example of what some road boards can do,
let me instance the condition of the road
through Belmont which is under the control
of the Belmont Road Board. There is no
road anywhere, maintained by the Govern-
ment, that is in anything like a similarly
good condition. I do not know where the
Belmont board get their revenuve from, If
the Minister will agree that the Bill will net
be {aken into Committee until after the
Traftic Bill has been disposed of, I ghall net
oppose the second readling, If we could con-
nect our prineipal towns with the metro-
politan area by means of good roads, it
would be a decided advantage to the coun-
try districts. My only fear is that we shall
not be able to get enough money under a
reasonable tax. My friend from Menzies
wants taxation. T am willing to face 2
fair thing, to face a tax that the people can
pay, but T will not agree to a clause that
will impose taxation such as is suggested
in the Traffic Bill. T shall give the second
reading my suppert only if the Minister
behaves with some degree of reasonableness
when the Bill gets into Committee. The Bill
is a non-party measure, and therefore we
can afford to be reasonable and endeavour
to make it workable.

The Minister for Works: I hope you will.

Hop., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
protect the peaple who are to foot the bill;
and let ws make the burden as reasonable
and as light as possible. The Minister is
very proud of his handiwork, If T were the
memher for Rocbonrne, T should probably
ask the Minister if he won the Bill in a
lottery.

Ton, S. W. Munsie: The Legislative
Couneil would not give him a chance to win
anything in a lottery, let alone this Bfll.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: At any
rate T will support the second reading.
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Mr, LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.40]: I also
desire fc ask the Minister not to take the
Bill inte Committee until we have received
the report of the scleet comimittee on the
Traffic Bill. T am quite prepared to assist
him to get the revenue he requires, but not
the revenne which these measures will bring
him. I wish to deal with the remarks the
Minister made with reference to the road
bhoard’s executive. He did not altogether
give that body a fair deal. I bave a lot of
matter herce relating to the executive of the
road boards, and I have no doubt I eounld
keep the House going for some hours, |
have no wish to do that, but I do hope that
the Minister will not press the Bill to the
Committee stage too soon. This is & reso-
lution that was earried by the road hoard
conference, which the Minister said was of
no asdistance to him—

This conference is of opinien that a
Bill zimilar to the Country Roads Aet ol
Vietoria should be intreduced, with modi-
fieations snitable and adaptable to West-
ern Australia, and that a board be estab-
lished to take over comtrol.

After that the conference carricd several
other resolutions. The reason for carrying
the resolution T have read was that they
wanted the Vietorian Main Roads Aect,
becanse the conditions in Western Australia
were not the same as those existing in Vie-
toria. In Vietoria the loeal authorities rate
under the annual value and not on the uu-
improved value,
the Bill we are now considering and the
Acts of the other Stales is that the Minjster
here wishes to take the revenue from the
people and employ it directly on the roads.
In other countries the cost of the construe-
tion of a read s spread over a period of
from 20 to 30 years.

The Minister for Works: Not in all cases.

Mr. LINDSAY: Here is one of the other
resolutions that was earried—

Instead of road beards, in their inabil-
ity for lack of money, having to deal with
the total cost of constrnction and main-
taining main roads, they would, under the
proposed Bill, be liable only for half the
cost of the loan raised for construetion
of main road permanent works in their
own distriets to the extent of 6 per cent.
per annum, 41% per cent. being credited
4s interest on loan, aud 1% per cent. to
A main roads sinkiog fund nntil the loss
is paid off.

The difference between our proposal and
that of Vietoria s that in  Vietoria
loans are raised by the Main Roads
Board. The shires have the work per-
formed in  their particular distriets,
and are charged by the Main Roads
Bomd wp to six per cent. In our case,
however, I take it that as in some paris of
the State, and particnlarly in the Routh-
West, there are developmental roads, the
meastre will be proelaimed all over those

The difference between.
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distriets, Thus some districts may be pay-
ing taxation for a considerable time before
any of this money is spent in them. In my
district the maintenance of roads is very
cheap, but we in the wheat belt are much
more prosperous than the rest of the State,
and therefore owe a duty to the rest of the
State to bear our proportion of the expense,
To make roads in the South-West will re-
quire a huge sum of money. Both the mile-
age cost and the upkeep will be heavier,

The Minister for Lands: Sonth-western
landholders will pay more because their land
is more valoable,

My, LINDSAY: It has cost £15,000 to
make 11 miles af rvoad between Northeliffe
and Pemberton, Certainly that would nct
be the cost in drier areas, When introdue-
ing the Bill the Miniater said that it waa a
non-party measure, T quite agree with that.
Some of my remarks will not be endorsed
by the party to which I belong, but T agrea
that we should support the measure, 1 know
of mo hetter wmesna of taxation than that
snggested by the Bill, always providing that
not more than the Minister’s estimate is
collected, The hon. gentleman, however,
has been most conservative. He has taken
the revenue figures of the past, while this
measute is for the futnre. Motor trafiic is
now so great that the Minister’s figures are
inadequate. Estimates should be made of
future revenue. The Minister snid he hoped
to get £203,000 made up as follows: Traffic
£73,000, land tax £60,000, discontinuance
of road board suhsidies £25,000, and tax nn
petrol £43,000. My idea of the Minister’s
explanation is that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will furnish £96,000 for develop-
mental roads provided we furnish pound
for pound, and that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will also find £96,000 for main
roads on the same basis.

The Minister for Works: T said that that
was hinted at, bnt not yet decided.

AMr. LINDSAY: To me it appeared that
the Minister estimated he would receive
£200,000 odd conditionally on this State
findling pound for pound. and that therefore
he had introduced this Bill,

The Minister for Works: Kot at all. The
amonnt for developmental roads will be en-
tirely ontside the other £96,000.

Mr, LINDSAY: Then T am not snre what
the Minister wants this Bill for. Evidently
my conclusions are wronz. Ag the Common-
wealth raises its money hy taxing us, I
thought that this BRill represented an easv
means of getting some of our money back
and using it for road eonstruction. Th_ere-
fore T thonght the amonui might he raised
bv dircet taration. But if the Minister
wants to raise n great deal of money te
make main ronds mot omiy for us but also
for those who will eome after uvs, it is t'on
mueh. Taxation would be “unduly in-
creased. However, T founded my figures on
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the Minister’s suggestion that he would get
renghly £200,000 annually from the Com-
monwealth Government. This Bill has two
important features. One of them is the
raising of revenue. The Minister in that
conneetion suggested two means: a petrol
tax, and a tax on the unimproved value of
land. The petrol tax I agree with. In
many quarters it has been suggested that a
tax on motor tyres wonld be more just. I
do not share that view, because petrol would
be generally used by velieles travelling
along the road. On the other hand, the man
who continually wses his motor car would
get a great many more miles’ use of the
road than the man who uses his ear only
now and again. Tyres do not always wear
out with travelling. Therefore the petrol
tax would be more just. I am not altogether
in favour of taxing the wnimproved value
of land, but there ave two things for which
sach taxation wonld e justiiable. One is
the reduction of railway rates, nnd the other
the construetion of main roads in country
districts, It i3 common for members of
this House to compare the amount of rev-
enue received from the metropolifan area
with that received from the country dis-
triets, The Minister for Works drew
such a comparison, stating that if a
tax ‘on the unimproved value of land
was imposed, nearly two-thirds of the
revenue under the Bill wonld be paid by
the metropolitan area, and that half the
land taxation would be so pald. A few
weeks apo the Premier, in infroducing
another Bill, said in reply te an interjee-
tion that city values were half the land
values of the State. TIr ronnection with
the same Bill the Minister for Agrieulture,
also replying to an interjection, said—
Half the revenue under this measure
will come from city properties, because
it is in the city where the values are.

When I was speaking on another Bill, the
member for ¥ast Perth (Mr. Hughes) in-
terjected— .

You said the value of land amounted
to 40 millions, and yet the refurns show
21 millions. How ean you say they are
go high when the Commissioner says
they are only 21 millions$

The position is that even the land values
of the city are increasing s¢ rapidly that
the Minister must make his estimates
ahead, and not behind, as he evidently has
done. Some time later I moved for a re-
turn of the figures. That return has been
laid on the Table, and it states—

The estimated unimproved value of
metropolitan lands is £15,500,000, and
the estimated unimproved value of agri-
eultural lands is £19,000,000, The esti-
mated vnimproved value of country and
goldfields town lands is £3,000,000, and
the estimated unimproved value of
Crown leageholds, as assessed under the
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Land Tax and Income Tax Assessment

Act of 1907 is £40,000,000,

The report of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion for 1923-24 shows that the total value
of our lands is £27336,148, but he pre-
faces that valvation by sayving that the
analvsis of Jand tax assessments for the
year 1921-22 shows that the land values
of the State in two short years have in-
creased from £20,000,000 o £40,000,000.
Further, the report of the Commissioner
of Taxation states—

The revaluation of country lands is
progressing, and during the year six
road loard districts have heen com-
pleted, making a total of 13 revalued
sinve the amalgamation. Twenty-seven
others are necaring the stage of comple-
tion, leaving 39 outside the Crown lease-
held and mining areas still to be com-
meneed.

Then the Commissioner gives a table of
six road board districts which have been
revalued, showing the old valvations and
the new. Tour of those Qistricts are in
my electorate. The total area of the nine
districts is 3,935,000 acres, and the esti-
mated value on the old basis was
£1,856,233, and the estimated value on the
new basis is £3,313,811. T have mentioned
the figure of £40,000,000 given by the Com-
missioner of Taxation. Now, the Minister
estimates to get £60,000 from unimproved
land values taxation. But if we take a
halfpenny in the pound on £40,000,000, the
result is over £83,000. In the cases of the
road board distrieta I have quoted, the
unimproved values have heen considerably
increased, and as there are, according to
the Commissioner of Taxation, 668 read
board distriets still to be revalued, the
further increase in estimated valnes must
be very heavy. Taking the same basis of
calenlation, the valuation, when the other
read boards have been revalued, will
amount to £10,688,766, a halfpenny iu the
pound on which would yield £22268. The
revaluation should be completed before
very long. Thus a tax of a halfpenny in
the pound iz likely to produwce over
£100,000, Ag regards the petrol tax, T
do not know how the Minister has arrived
at his figures.

The Minister for Works: On the Im-
portations for last year, approximately.

Mr, LINDSAY; The Minister could well
increase his estimate by 20 per eent. for
next year.

The Minister for Works: Not by 20 per
cent.

Mr. LINDSAY: Certainiy by a consider-
able pereentage. I have figures on the
subject from some of the road bo#ird areas
in my electorate, and thev show a high
percentage of increase. I bhelieve the
probable increase could be clogely esti-
mated by the importers of petrol. Un-
doubtedly the increase in the comsamption
of petrol is rapid, and for that reason also
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the Minister’s figures should be largely
inflated,

The Minister for Works: It is not a
heavy tax.

Mr. LINDSAY: No. I do not ebject to
it. Those who use the roads should pay
for them, But the Minlster will be collect-
ing eonsiderably over £100,000 in traffic, pro-
bably £150,000, and this petrol tax and land
tax will give him a lot more than he expeets.
I doubt whether it will be necessary to
impose the uaimproved land tax, but T am
awaiting the information the select com-
mittes will give ns as a guide as to how
much the Minister really will get. There
is a limit to the amount of increased taxa-
tion the people can pay, and I believe that
limit is very little beyond what will be
collected under the Bill. If it is necessary
to go in for a big scheme of road develop-
ment it should be done by borrowing
money and spreading the cost of the loan,
not only over those here at present, but
also over those to come to the Siate in, at
all events, the near future. Y have here
two Victorian Acts, one dealing with ex-
isting country roads and the other making
provision for their development.  These
Aects deal with the problem in the way T
have suggested. They recogunise that in
order to improvae the roads a very large
sym of money ig necessary, and that the
people cannot furnish all that momey at
one time. So provision iz made that the
loan for existing roads be paid off in 21
years, while the loan for the development
of roads is extended over 31 years. It is
not fair to make those people ameady in
this young State carry the whole burden
in the interests of those who come along
within the next few years, I hope the
Minister will not take the Bill into Com-
mittee until we have dealt with the Traffic
Bill,

Mr, J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {90.3): 1
support the Bill, and I ¢commend the Min-
ister on having bronght it down. We have
awaited it for many years, In the main
I approve of the Bill as it stands, although
when in Committee I shall have ore or two
amendments to move. I have sat on road
hoards, and I can say that at every con-
ferenre we ever held the burning question
was that of main roads. Everybody knows
that the main roads of Weatern Australia
are in a most deplorable eondition. The
time has arrived when something must be
done. Anything that is at all reasonable
will be approved by the people. The ex-
Minister for . Works was going to bring
down a Main Roads Bill, but his proposal
was to have taxation without representa-
tion. One feature of the Bill before us is
that the road boards will have representa-
tion, while the taxation will be general,
everybody having to pay. One thing I can-
not quite agree with is the raising of eo
much money every year. In my view it
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would be hetter to borrow the money and
spreail the loan over a long period. I am
afraid revenue will not provide anything
like snificient for the purpese.  Another
thing is that we do not kuow what roads
the Minister proposes to put in hand first.
I have pleasure in supporting the second
reading, and I hope the Minister will be
reasonable when in Committee.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [9.8]: I will
support the second reading, although I be-
lieve that in Committee some amendments
will have to e made, I want to see the
board, not the linister, the administrative
body in control. Further, the chief engineer
should Le, not a member of the beard, but
a servant of the bonrd. If he be a member
of the board it is ¢onceivable that he might
becoine the chairman of the board, and so
the board would develnp into an agent of
the Public Works Department, The board
shoull consist of five members, four of
whom should De appointed by the Govern-
ment,  One member should be an eminent
cngincer in private practice who would give
certain time te the affairs of the board; the
seconidd member should be an officcr em-
ployed in the development of the lands of
the Rtate; two others should be nomineces
representative of the various loeal authori-
ties, while the fifth shounld be temporary,
the nominee of the local authority through
whose district the road was being built.

Mr, Marshall: And if the one road
were being built through three different road
board districts at the one time, what then?

Mr, ANGELO: The board might be tem-
porarily added to by the appeintment of
vepresentatives of each of the three districts,
Some «pposition has been shown to the petrol
levy, and we frequently hear it ealled a tax.
In miy opinion as a motorist, if we are going
to get good roads, 3d. per gallon will re-
present, not an impost on, but a saving to,
the matorist; for on good reads he will get
a very much greater mileage. It is a very
moderate levy indeed.

The Fremier: I tried for more, but the
characteristic modesty of my colleague
would not permit it.

Mr. ANGELO: I compliment the Min-
ister on the Bill, and I am quite certain it
will have the approval of the House,

Mr. NORTH (Claremoat) [9.13]: The
Minister says it i3 a non-party Bill. Judg-
ing Iy the debate, it appears to have an
all-party support. It might be better if
provision were made for building the roads
out of loan rather than revenue. I would
go further and sugpgest to the Minister that
the tax proposed on the umimproved value
of the land should be used to provide inter-
est on the capital fund, while the tax on
petrol shonld be used as sinking fund and
for the maintenance of the roads. Becausa,
even after we build main roads we shall
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have to provide for their subsequent main-
tenance, und the inereased consumption of
petrol that will follow the making of good
roads will serve to provide that main-
tenance. If it be good enough for the State
to build railways out of lean, cbviously
roada rhonld be built on the same principle.
We are not going to put down roads hap-
hazardly. We cannot expect that a eouple
of hundred thousand pounds will do more
than a little of what Las to be done, but
cvery year we declay the building of neces-
gary roails we waste money in other ways.
It will be said that the danger of building

trunk roads ou a eapital system is that
they may be worn out lefore the loan
matures, and that no asset will remain.

That lias not been the experience of loeal
bodies which have put down better roads.
In practice they have obtained the bene-
fit from them, and probably gaired be-
fore the loan matured. There are other
features to e considered. One is the limit-
ing of the size and type of vehicles to a
greater extent than is contemnplated in the
Trafic Bill. Tf it is neecessars on railroads
to limir the size of trucks and the weight
of engiues, it is cqually necessary to limit
the size of road vchieles according to the
roads bunilt for them. I cannot understand
why we allow 8 and 10-ton lorries with
eolid iron tyres to use our roada. It is im-
possible for any system of roads to prove
suceessful so long ag those vehicles are per-
mitted to undo the construetion work under-
taken for normal users., Is it fair that the
State should have to find thousands of
pounds for reads and have those roads
damaged by these heavy vehicles? In some
parts of the world it has been found that
golid tyres yuin the voads, whereas pnen-
matic tyres are quite satisfactory. If this
is s0, we should he more severe upon users
of solid tyres, This question should re-
ceive attention right away. When in the
Old Country some vears ago I found that
the best roads there lasted for only two or
three years owing to the heavy motor bus
traffiec. Tn those days the motor huses used
golid tyres, just as we here have motor
lorries using solid tyres. Fortunately for our
metropolitan area most of the motor buses
are using pmeumatic fyres. We should con-
sider the ndvisablenees of making prohibt-
tive the use of solid tyres. Manufacturers
in England are producing pneumatic tyres
of all sizes. The council with which 1 was
connected purchased a 3-ton Thorneyeroft
built to carry a four or five-ton load. With
its solid tyres il has played havoe with the
roads, and the conueil ig considering fitting
it with pneumatic tyres. If pneumatic
tyres are available for that class of vehicle,
it is obviougs that manufacturers in the 014
Country have discovered there is something
wrong with the solid tyres.

The Minister for Works: The Traffic Bill
provides for a 40 per cent. inerease for solid
tyres.
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Mr, NORTH: But even so, if a trader
found that it was still cheaper to use solid
tyres, he would do so. Many of the solid
trres unsed on heavy velieles have been
worn to the thinness of paper so that they
are really irom tyres working under the
guise of solid rubber tyres. We should con-
sider how far it is advisable to go in mak-
ing good roads. In the Old Country the
roads are perfect. I was talking to a far-
mer who had harvested a crop of 40 bushels
of wheat to the acre and was comparing it
with our average yield of 10 or 12 bushels.
He was complaining about his position and
said he was losing on his wheat, even
though he had such a high vield The
reason was attributable te the magnificent
roads outside his farm. Although he was
reaping 40 bushels to the acre, he could not
make the profit that could be made on a 10
or 12 bushel erop grown 12,000 miles from
the world’s market. Therefore it is pos-
sible to reach a point when the primary
producer may be so heavily taxed for good
roads as to kill the objeet for which they
were provided. If we ascertained what
trunk roads were neeessary, n loan schedule
could he drawn up, and the money raised
from the land tax could be used to pay in-
terest, etc., on the loan. The proceeds of
the petrol tax aund other temporary annual
dues could be devoted to meeting the wear
and tear on the roads. We should not
be obsessed by the faet that we have such
vast arcas in which to provide roads. We
should consider the number of vehicles using
the roads. Tt docs not matter how many
thousands of miles of road we have to bnild
so long as they are built on a loan
schednle and properly maintained. [f we
have 20,000 motors wsing the roads, that
is the factor to consider. Viewed in
that light, we are not so much weorse off
than Victorio, hecause when that State
buildas 100 miles of road it has to stand
the wear and tear of perhaps 30,000
vehicles, whereas the road we huild has the
wear and tear of only 3,000 or 3,000 vehicles.
S0 we need wot lose heart on that aceonnt.
If the Government dealt with the yuestion
from the point of view of eapitalisation~—
probably 1,500 miles of first-elass road would
be nreessary——thev could get that started in
the next 12 months and provide for interest,
sinking fund and maintenance as I have
sngpested. Tf the numher of motors in-
ereased, the proceeds of the tax would in.
erease accordingly.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [9231: Tt is
difficult to adliere strietly to the discussion
of this measure because it and the Traffie

Rill are like Sinmese twing. The Traffic
Rill «ocks to clucidate somewhat <imilar

problems fo those dealt with by this mea-
sire,  Thire i no rquestion that the Main
Roads Bill has been desired for a long time.
The great advanee in trapsport has rven-
dered it necessary that reads should he put
in a hetter state of repair. Tf thev were
put in only a traffickable state, wp shonld
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have much to be thankfu! for. Motor-
ists and other road nsers labour under a
heavy disability on aceount of the class of
road they have to use, nud from time to
tima users of roads have stated that eon-
ditioval on good roats being provided, they
are preparved to pay additional fees. [f
good roads are provided the people wiil
willingly pay for them, and so the obliga-
tion reats upon the Government and the
local authorities te do all they c¢an to pro-
vide these most neecssary faeilities, The
Bill will apply to only those portions of
the State coming within the main roads
areir.  The Bill opens up many questions.
A welect committee iy congidering the Traflie
Rill, and T hope that the Commitiee stage
of this Bill will be eferred until the re-
port of the select committes is presented.
Borrowing for road making has often becn
advoeated, amd few objections eould logie-
ally he raised to this method of providing
funds. It hias heen stated that it is not a
wood prineiple to borrow for vead making
inasmuch as a certain road had been twice
coustructed out of Toan funds. IE the an-
thoritics in control of roads only realised
the vital iwmportanee of wmaintenance, this
disability would not arise. Coade, the Aus-
tralian  aothority on  road making, has
stated Adefinitely that maintenanee should
commence ns soon as the construction work
is eompleted.  As regards the Federal and
Rtate grants, an amount estimated to be
suffieient to wmaintain the roads in good
order for 12 months is provided, and this
undoubteslly will have a very good effect.
The first year in the life of a road, as
in the life of a tree or a lhuman being,
is of the greatest importance, I lhope
the principle of providing for maintenance
will be followed in afl road beard construe-
tion. T am sorry the miember for Canning
{Mr, Clvdesdale) ia not with us to-night,
for he has frequently expressed the opinion
(hat the subgilies paid to read hoavds could
well e used fo meet the interest charges on
loans for road construction. Those roads
properly constructed and maintained ean
then he looked after by the loeal aunthority,
aml the subsidy which hitherto has been
supplied from the traffic pool wounld enable
the interest to be paid. The proportion ot
land tax on the unimproved capital value
of land has been mentioned. The Minister
has stated it is his intention to impose a
tax of 144, in the pound, and hypothecate
thut amcount towards rtond constroetion.
That seems a reasonable amount. Since we
are to have a land tax, unquestionably it
vould not be used for a hetter purpose than
the construetion of roads. The petrol tax
is welecomed even hy those who have to pay
it. Tt is welcomed hecause we had fhe as-
suranec of the Minister that cvery penny
vnised Ny it i3 to be used for the construe-
tion and maintenanee of main roads. This
money will he paid from the main roads
trust necount, but the traffie fees provide a
different subject. These traffic fees are in
the nature of income of road hoards, as
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also arc the road board subsidies. The
Minister stated tnat a summ of £25,000
would be sccurcll from the subsidies
hitkerto paid to different road boards.
'This means that cvery penuy that has been
paid to them in the form of subsidy will in
future, under thiz Bill, go to the main roads
trust account. On the foace of it that is un-
reasonable.  The Bill sets out that it shall
apply only to such purtions of the State ns
shall be preclaimed trom time to time.
Since the whole State is not to he pro-
clnimed wnider this Bill the Minister will
need to reconsiler the question of those
hoards which are not contained within the
area proelaimed, but which will no longer
reroive  the comparatively amall subsidy
hitherto paid.

The Minister for Works: You misunder-
stad mie. 1 suid it was only when they came
within the proclaimed area that they would
not receive the snbsidy.

My, SAMPSON: T oam glad | misuuder-
stood the Minister. He stated that the
total amount of revenue to be derived from
the lnud tax, subsidies, the petrol tax, ana
lieenses, would be £210,000,

The Minister for Works:
apply to the whole State.

My, SAMPSON: As the memher for
Claremont said, it is very easy to eriticise,
but extremely difficult to put forward critie-
ism of a constructive nature that ¢annot in
turn be criticised. I now come ty the ed-
cral grant, 1 do not recall any statement
having been made by the Minister in respect
to the expenditure of this money outsile
the prociaimed area. Possibly he will make
this elear in his reply. The whole of the
Mtate nmst reeeive consideration, and ne
portion of it, whether inside or outside the
proclaiined aren, must go without its share
of the funds that are available. The Min-
igter with vharacteristic modesty——

The Minister for Works: I mmst be slip-
lring.

Mr, SAMPSON: —has suggested that ad-
viee from the diiferent authorities would be
woleomed, [ am sare they are grateful for
this, and are most anxious to help him. The
Road Boitrds Assgocintion, at their recent
biennial conference, carried a motion expres-
give cf their desire that the Minister wonkl
hring in a Bill on the lines of the Vietorian
Art, with modifications applicable te West-
ern Australin. The Minister certainly eriti-
vizedl somewhat caustically that Act, but
perhaps on reconsideration he may have
came to the conelusion that the motion was
bavked up Ly the weight of publie opinion.
An important feature of the Vietorian Aet
is that the board of control consists of three
membera. Tt is in this regard that possibly
the Bill ean be amended. The advisory
Linard under this Bill is to consist of five
wiembers to be appointed hy the Governor,
[t is claimed, T think with good reason, that
three members would be more likely to do

Those figures
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effective work than the cumbersome number
of five. I am not advocating that some-
thing in the nature of an autocraey should
contrel our main roads, but we know that
if a body consists of too many members,
the work suffers, and there is not the same
progress made in respect to the decisions
arrived at or in regpect to the initiative
concerning work to be done. It iy suggested
that of the three officers who should form
the board, tno should be expert highway
makers, and the third an expert ailministra-
tor, The expert highway makers might pos.
sibly Le officers of the Puohlic Works De
partment, If that were the case [ take il
that any privileges enjoyed by such officers
wonld not be interfered with, and would he
taken up again upon the resumption of their
duties in the department when they had
finished their work on the bosrd. 1 am
delighted to know that the advisory hoard
is to lave abrolute power. That announce-
ment will e received with gratification by
all converned. Tt is important that those
who are appoivtcd to earry ount the work
should be soemething wmore than a  mere
buffer betwceen the Minister and the pub-
lie, and shocld have power to carry out
those works which in their judgment are
essential. T chorld like to vefer to the work
of the Road Roard Association, which for
many years has given vonsideration to road
problems. The president, Mr. Roval, und
other officers, have not spared themselves
in carrying out their duties.  Members of
this Assebly are indebied to men like Mr,
Royul, Mr. Malloch, president of the Goed
Roads Asseciation, and those associated with
them.  Without any monetary paymeut they
have carried out i valuable public work,
and done all in their power over a nomber
of years to Wring abeut improvements to
the thoroughtures of this  State. The
greater progre<s that Western Australia will
make in the futwre will, to some extent at
least, e due to the work of thowe genfle-
men, L trost that when the advisory boaril
is appuvinted, consideration will he had for
the privilege at present enjoyed by local
anthorities of piving to loeal people the
work that is regquiral to be cuarried out,
Many rettlers look to the lneal road boards
for wotk from time to time, Seecing that
a consulerable proportion of the revenue of
these boards will be tranuterved to the cen-
tral authority, thal privilege should he eon-
timued.  The prollem of read making and
road maintenanee i3 becoming more com-
plex ¢ vary year. Now that people realise the
grave importanee  that attaches to good
roads, we may hope that the time is not far
distant when insteadl of towns heing sep-
arated by a road, they will be joined to-
gother by one, and that these who have oc-
casion to uwse the highwars will e able to
flo 30 without danger or discomfort. When
the board has been appointed and has got
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thoroughly into its stride, possibly the mat-
ter of the Prince’s highway may receive
some consideration,

The Minister for Lneds: Where is that}

Mr. SAMPSON: It connects the capitals
of the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth have plenty of money to waste. Let
them bnild the road.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister should not
interject im thal strain. .
Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the hon. mem-

ber will proceed with his speech.

Mr, SAMPSON: I believe the time will
come when all capital cities will be con-
nected by road

The Minister for Lands: Wait till our
townships are connected with the ecapital
vity firat,

e, SAMPSON: Certainly.

Phe Minister lor Lands: And gur settlers
should Iw connected up with the main roads
first.

Mr, SAMIMSOXN: | have not faliered in
my desire to provide our settlers with good
roads, hut at the same time I trust I shali
live to see Western Australia connected up
with the liastern Btates by road.

The Minister for lLands: You will never
live to sec all the roads provided that are
necessary for our own requirements,

My, SAMPS8ON: [ hope I shull never
reach the stuge when I shall be yuite satis-
fied with our roads.

The Minister for Lands: We have quite
sufficient to think of regarding the roads in
our own State without thinking about roads
in the ofher States,

Mr. SAMPSON: We are faced with grave
problems  relating to road comstruction.
Nevertheless T'otrust we ghall be connected
up with the Eastern States by means of
the Prince’s highway. Already the other
States are connected Dy means of that
highway, and it requires but Hlttle imagina-
tion to visualise with improved motor trans-
port amd a passably good road, a constant
stream of visitors from the Eastern States
using the Prinee's highway as a wmeans of
getting to Western Australia, spying out our
Iand, and taking up holdings for wheat
production or the depasturing of sheep and
cattle.

The Minister for Lands: Wa have thous-
ands of people wha cannot get tucker, and
vet you talk of the Prinec’s highway.

Mr. SAMPSON: I take it there is no
general objection to aiming at the sun,

Mr. Chesson: But don't hitch your wagon
too high.

My, Teesdale: It iz the word '‘Prince”’
that i3 the red rap.

The Minister for Works: I do not object
to the name of tlhe road.

Mr. Teesdale: Call it *“the worker'sroad’’
and then it will be all right.

The Minister for Worke: Why not call it
Angwin-avenue?

Mr. SAMPSON: I trust the second read-
ing will be agreed to, and that during the
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Committee stage members will apply them-
gelves to the task of effecting alterations
that will enable the Bill to prove generally
beneficial and that it will give to the people
what they have so loug desired—na good
main roads Bill.

Mr. BROWN (Pingelly} [9.50]: | am
pleased that the MMinister bhas made this
Bill a non-party measure. .As a roald hoard
memher of many year’s stunding, 1 have
had congiderable experience in road making,
and 1 realise that good roads are essential.
It is generally recogunised that a main roadls
Bill is required. T trost that the Minister
will nat press the Bill fo the Committee
stage to-night, .\ select committee has been
appointed to consider the Traffic Bill, and

this measure is elosely allied with that Bill. |

I£ the select committee secures evidenee
that can bhe obtained from the chairmen and
secretaries of some of our road hoards, we
may get information that will result in
blessings heing shewered upon this Bill

Mr. Teesdale: 1 ean see a lot nf blessings
coming from scleet committees!

Mr. BROWXN: As | understand if, the
reason for the introduction of the Rill arises
from the Federal grant, When we first
heard of that grant, we understood we were
to get something like £100,000, and the road
boards were eager to get their share. I
think the Minister had alloeated amouuts to
the various rond hoards, but after the visit
of the Federal cngineer it was found that
the money had been dealt with on a wrong
hasis. The result was that the Minister had
no alternative and had to introduce the Bill,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Suarely that is not the
reason for the introduction of the Bill.

Mr. BROWNXN: It is, in a way. Although
the local governing authorities have been
advocating such a measure for some years
past, I think the Federal grant had a good
deal to do with it. As the Bill is framed,
T do not belicve it will be of advantage to
the State becauvse the incidence will fall
heavily on the taxpayers in the conntey dis-
tricts. How are we to determine what shall
be main roads? Tf we gtart from Spencer's
Brook we find we have the York, Beverley,
Rrookton, Pingelly, Cnballing, and Narrogin
Road Boards. The width of the road board
areas would not execed more than 20 miles.
The worst road in the Pingelly Road Board
area runs paralle! to the Great Southern rail-
way. If that is declared n main road and
thousands of pounds are spent upon ifs re-
eonstruction, it will mean that we shall pro-
vide a good road that will rompete with the

raitway, If we do mnot proclaim that
road, we shall flnd that whatever
voad is proclaimed in these road hoard

areas, it will be surrounded by rail
ways. Any motorist will inform mem-
hera that the best roads are those away
from the railwavs. Some of the boards I
refer to bave been in existemee for many
vears. If money were allocated to those
boards, with the advantage of the mem of
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experience at their disposal, better use coulid
he made of the money than if the work were
carried out hy o main roads board. We
must study this guestion carcfullly, Are
we to build main reads adjacent to, or par-
allel with, eur railways in erder to permit
motor traffic to compete with ounr Htate
owned railway system! The Miniater should
give serious consideration to that aspeet.
We have heen told that the worst ronil in
Western  Lhustralia  is that  ranning Trom
I'erth to Armadale, Wiy is that se! It
is because most of the traflic by voaid tra-
verses that gection. The vesult is that it is
impossible for the lacal road boards to keep
the road in proper order. There is a grave
dnonger to he faced in construeting roads
suitalle for motor traflic. We have heard
of working beea on roads nearer tn Perth,
and we have heard of the coadition of the
Perth-Fremantle-road. | am told that the
heavy motor lorries are responsible for the
vondition of those roais, aml they are oper
ating succeasfully because railway freights
are 30 exeessive that people are able to pur-
thpse cxpensive motor lorrics and eompete
successfully with the railwaya. We must be
vareful regarding the taxation to be imposed
under the measure that the people are not
placed in a position less advantageoua than
at present. If we take £1,000 away from
the roads boards, and do not make that
money available in some other way, the
people concerned will not get the same
henefit as the result of the Main Roads Bill
as if they were left in their present posi-
tion. The Bill will he applied only to pro-
claimed aveas. I de not know what the
powets of the Minister will really be, but
it is possible that certain distriets will not
come within the scope of the Bill

The Minister for Works: The boeard will
lecide that.

Mr. BROWN: Most of the bad roads that
will require attention are in the outer,
newy-opened up areas. The nature of the
roadl ean usually be determined by the sur-
rounding country. Tf the road passes
through morrell ecountry, thete are bound to
he difficulties hecause the soil is loose and
in summer it cuts up easily. If the road is
~onstructed through salmon gum or gimlet
country, it is nsvally found that it stands
well. Nowndays improved methods of road
construetion have been installed, and with
the aid of graders it is possible to do for
one shilling or two shillings a chain what
in former days cost ten or twelve shillings
a chain,

Mr, Taylor: Road construction is dearer
now than ever before in Western Australia.

Mr. BROWN: That is not so.

Mr. Taylor: Macadamised roads are more
eostly now than before.

Mr. Teesdale: But they do not macadam-
ise roads in these days.

Mr. BROWN: That is g0, and if the trafie
is not too heavy the roads ean be kept in
good order.
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Alr, Taylor: That is only formation work.

Mr. BROWN: If the Federal grant is
to be an annual one, and we get £300,000
a year, and the State has to provide another
£200,000, we shall make pood roads
throughout ‘estern Australia for metor
traftic. Lf that be so, there will not be the
same necessity to bhuill railways into new
areas that exists to-day. The Goverament
might have done better and more ceonomical
work if they had distributed the Federal
grant amongst the road hoards. I suppose
Western Australia has a greater mileage of
roads than haa any other State in the Com.
wonwealth, but we cannot compare our
voads with those of Vietorin. We know how
densely populated is the State of Vietoria,
amd the wealth of that State. At the same
time the cost of constructing roads in Vie-
torin is greater than it is in Western Aus-
tralia, for the reason that in Vietoria they
have not the material, It would be better
in Western Australia if some of our old
established road boards were given the op-
portunity to carry out the work of road
construction. If that were done they would
utilise the speeinl Federal grant {o the best
possible advantage, Those who use motor
vehicles should contribute largely towards
the cost of maintaining the main roads. The
road, say, from Midland Junction to York
rovers a distance of about 50 miles, and
passes through eotintry where there is prac-
tieally no settlement. The York Read Board
and the Greecnmount Road Board have to
keep that rond in order for traffie that goes
over it, and most of that traffic perhaps
c¢omes along from the Great Southern dis-
tricts. If the Federal grant were allocated
to the road hoards, muel better service
would Le given. The further we get away
from the metropolis the lLetter the roads
Leeome for the reason that there is not the
game amount of traffic as is to be found
closer to Perth. 1 suggest that the Minis-
ter shoulil not take the Bill into Committee
until the report of the select rommittee now
dealing with the Traffic Bill has been made
available.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hoon.
W. €. Angwin—North-East Fremautle)
]10.5]: The prineipal fopic discussed in
connection with the second reading of the
Biil is want of finunce., There has been a
demand for good roads in this State for
many years., That has been brought about
priucipally by tha Automobile Club which
has caunsed to he pasted on the wind

sereens of motor ecars the words ‘‘We
want good roads. Tt iv a very -easy
matter to ery ont for gond roads, But

those who say ‘‘We want good roads,'’
also declare ‘‘but we deo not want to pay
for them’’

Mr, Sampson: Yes, we do.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
That has heen the argument right tbrough
this discussion. The cry for good roands has
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coma prineipally from those who reside in the
¢ity, a few men who want to gn out into
the country joy riding. They are the
pcople who want good roads, but who wani
them constructed at somchods clse's ex.
pense. The roads that are required in ihis
State are those thnt will asgist settlers
that are engaged in the work of develop.
ment, If members go to the group settle-
ments they will find men there struggling
because of the nbsence of anything in the
shape of roads. The group settlers re.
quire subsidiary roads, in fact subsidiary
roads are needed throughout the State to-
tay. I said to the Minister for Works
immediately before he introlueed the Rill
that he would have people erving out day
after day, and week after week, for good
roads, and {hat they would be the people
who would object to pay for them. A
main roads Bill is necessary, bat hon.
members must realise that money will
have to be found to enahle the rnads to
be construected.

Mr. Griffiths: This Bill provides for
developmental roads,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: We have
heard a lot about the Federal grant. The
amount is £96,000 and it is being given
conditionally  that the Btate provides
another £96,000, And the Federal people
hove the right to say the rlass of road
that is to be built and the width, and we
must also provide the eost of administra.
tion, T wish I were in the position to tel!
them to keep their £96,000. This £96,000
is merely a sop to the people of the State.
The Federal Government have so muech
money as the resnlt of Inereased taxation
that they do not know what to dn with it.

Mr. Bampson: They canpnot use it in a
better direetion than in the making of
roads.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tf the
Federal Government were anxious to assis!
in the development of a State they ghoul
sav to the State Government ‘‘Here is
£06,000 to enable you to eonstruer roads
in your State. Build them in the best
possible way and spend the money to tne
hest advantage.’’ (Membera: Hear, near.)
Do they suggeat anything like thatt No,
They tie us down hand and faot., They
say to us ‘“‘Build a certain class of road
and build it a certain width.,'’ Some of
the roada are to be 22ft. wide, but these
are not required in certain country dis-
triets. Take the road referred to hy the
member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) from
Pemberton to Northeliffe, That elass of
road was not necessary there, but the
money had to be expended. OFf course the
road is well builf, but while that was eon-
atructed, subsidiary roads which were of
consilerably greater importance were per-
mitted to remain in an impassahle state.
There are many of these roads over which
it is not possible to take a dray. The
dray has to be unloaded and the goods
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earried so as to permit the dray to be
drawn over it. T wish fo give credit to
the Federal Engineer, Mr. Hill, for bhix
desire to agsigt us. He said that the legis
lation that had been passed dealt with
main roads centirely, and added ‘‘If you
ecan show me that you bave one main rond
leading to a part of the State that is being
developed, then that road can be con-
strueted.?” But he pointed out clearly that
a small road from an area in course of
development to & main road, could not he
brought within the scope of the Tederal
grant. I drew his attention to a map con-
taining numbers, apd showed him places
where there were 20 geftlers. He replied
“'Yes, you can utilise the money provided
it i8 a main road.”” But of course we
could not declare it a main road. An hon,
wember veferred to Prinee’s highway. T do
not eare whether it be called Prinee’s high-
way or King's road or anything else.

Mz, S8ampson: Or Angwin’s Avenue,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Even
Angwin’s Avenue. T believe there is such an
avenue, It is pure humbng to bring up the
question of Prince’s higliway when we have
hundredas of miles of roals in this State
that need to be made. We should not take
the <lightest notice of any snch sugpgestion
about the provision of a rond which will en-
able a joy ride to be undertaken from Perth
to Adelaide. e are a small population
and yet we erv out for institutions similar
to those that are asked for in places where
there are millions compared with our thous-
ands. The Statezr of Vietorin and New
South Wales have each o population of
nearly 2,000,000, and the people in West-
ern Australiz—a mere handful of 160,000
—expect to receive the same consideration
as that whieh is given to the people of
the bigger States. How is it possible for
Westarn Australia, possessing the enormous
area that it does, to have the same c¢lass of
road as that which is in existence in Vie-
toria? Tt canno: be done. And becanse that
is the position, members squeal like guirea
pigs. They squeal, too, because they ave
asked to pay. How ean they expect roads
to be comstructed without money? As one
who hLag taken an active interest in local
government affairs for nearly 30 vears, T
ean declare that if any part of the State
will suffer nnder the Bill in reapeet of its
roads it is the metropolitwn arca.

Mr. Taylor: Whe is squealing now?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T awm
merelv drawing attention to the position.

Mr. Lindsay: Prove it.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: We have
not the milenge of roads for the eontribn-
tion ihat has to be made.

Mr. RTCHARDSON: That is the posi-
tion.

Mr, Sampson: Look after the country,
and the city will be all right.
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The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: . If-the
district I represont had an incomé of. only
124, in the pound it could have made hall
2 dozen more mmin -voads thur it wow
has. The greatcst- portion of - the ‘money
will be used on coubtry roads. The metro-
politan area is not ecrying ount abont
this. 1t is only the country penple whe
ar¢  raising any objection to paying
for roads upon which they can travel to
the city in a better manner than they do
now, It is true, as hds been suggested, that
they may operate in opposition to onr rail-
ways. The member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) is, however, in error whea he rayvs
that people cannot carry their goods on
the railways owing to the railway charges
to the metropelitan area. They ean traos-
part their goods from the port to their
warehouses at a lower rate than from the
railway station to the same destination.
The reasen for this is that there ix a
saving in the handling.

Mtr, Panton: A saving of three handlings.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
the handling that costs money, not -so
much the freight on the railwaya. It is

becanse of the different system of transport
thal i» now adopted that there is the saving
in the eost of handling, and it is not be-
eause the wailway rates are higher, If the
railway rates were reduced hy one-half to-
morrow the motors would still carry the
goods at an even cheaper rate. I agree with
the wember for Mt, Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
that road making is more costly to-day than
ever hefore. Last Sunday I travelled over a
cond not far from Pinjarra. The local aun-
theritics hald recently run the plongh over it
The rond that was supposed to have been
construeted was in a worse condition than
the part that hai not been touched.

Mr. Sampson: They reecived tlie money
ton late.

The MINISTFRR FOR TANDS: Why
did not the ratepaxers pny up when the rates
wore due!?

Mr. Sampson: That is another problem.
The rate-ower is alwavs with us.

The MTNISTER FOR LLANXDS: In the
country there are many naturally hard roads.
The rond board then come along with one
of their machines, with which they arc sup-
posed to make roads, and tear up the hard
surface, with the result that when the rains
come the lnozse materinl eauses vehieles to
he bogged.

Mr. Lindsay: That is net fair.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: It is
true.

Me. Tindsav: [t is not correat.

The MINISTER PFOR LANDS: The

roads are rajned in this way before the dry
NPASOR COINES ON,

Mr. Lindsay: There are hundreds of
miles of good rvonds in the wheat helt
wmade with these maehines,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
wheat belt i only a small portion of the
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State. I have heard the Leader of the
Opposition say that our road boards are
spoiling the roads already in existence. We
sce evidence of that in the South-West,

Ar. J, H, Smith: We can only pateh the
roads, for we have not sufficient revenue
with which to make them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
tear up their roads with the plough, and
eall that road making. Tt is certainly a
cheap method, but it is not efective,

AMr. J. JI. Smith: That is only eamon-
Nage.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Weg are
deating with a large State, not playing with
our own back yards. Thousands of miles
ot read are required, and these capnot be
made without money.

Hon, 8Sir James Mitchell:
point.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: People
must make up their minds, when they
clamour for roads, that they will have to
pay for them, Those who use the roads
should {ind the money.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Not quite that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If this
Bill is passed hundreds of people in the
metropolitan nrvea will have to contribute
towards the main roads of the State who
linve not even a bicycle.

AMr, M. H, Smith: Ther will hencfit from
them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
men who have motor cars, motor wagons,
motor hnses, and so on, are howling be-
canse they have to pay.

Mr. Chesson: Have they even a peramu-
Intor!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If some
of them have not, they sbould get one. Tn-
fortunately permmbulators use the foof-
paths and mot the roads,

Mr. Sampson: You are giving the Min.
ister another scheme for taxation. .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
members will deal reasonahly with the Bill,
The Minister for Works is asked to delay
its passage until the Traffic Bill is dealt
with. What is that?

Mr. Lindsay: A faxation measure.

The MINISTER TOR TLANDS: The only
thing that conncets it with this Bill is the
question of finanee.

Mr. Sampsen: That is reasomably im-
rortant.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Tt makes
no difference to this Bil), except that if it
hecomes law and the traffie foes are reduead
it will eurtail the operations of the board
that is to bhe appointed under this Bill, Tt
will make no difference whether this Bill is
passed a month hencr so far as the traffie
feezs are concerned. T have long realised
that we are all prone to ery out for some-
thing we cannot get, and cannot afford to
pay for. People have continnally heen
erying out for roads. The member for
Claremont (Mr. North) referred to the
roads in England. I have seen roads there

That is the
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that T would he ashamed to see in this
State. They are only lames, not roads.
One conld almest hop across them,

Mr, Davy: Some of them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
country lanes of England certainly look
well, but some of them are far worse than
the roads in this State, and are almost im-
passable. T hape we «<hall not take a lesson
from England.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: They are very
good roads.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
of them are not.
Me., Sampsen:

roads there.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS:
and we¢ have some good roads here.

Mr, Sampson: Tt is bard to find a bad
read in England.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS:
all.

Mr. Sampson:
you have,

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS:
there in 1919,

Mr. Taylar: There are good roads in
Singapore,

The MINISTER TFOR TANDS: Yes,
hut we eannot nfford to pay for roads like
that, Tt is not s if we could go down to
the Fremantle wharf, throw a bucket into
the  harbour, and pull it up full of
sovereigns. People are alwayvs wanting to
compare Western Australia with other
parts of the world. Some time ago 1
visited Sydney, and was requested to
ook at the roads on the ontskirts of
the eity, The roads arouml Perth are
a thousand thines better than those
around Sydney. We have nothing to be
ashamed of lere in the matter of roads
or anything else when we consider the size
of our population. No part of the world
that T have heard of has shown greater de-
velopment or done more work in road con-
struetion or anything elsc than this State,
with its small numbers.

Mr. Taylor: Tt stands alone.

The MINTSTEFR FOR TLANDS: If
neaple are net satisfied with the work that
is being done, they should realize that
they eannot have good roals unless they
pay for them, and should be prepared to
put their hands inte their poeckets.

Mr, Griffiths: Or find a better ‘ole.

On motion by Mr. Griffithe, debate ad-
journed.

Many
There are some beantiful

Yes,

Not at

T have heen there since

I was

Mousr adjourned at 10.26 pm.




